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President Barack Obama speaks during a visit to the University of Kansas in Lawrence, Kansas. Obama wants to stay relevant until the end of his historic presidency, 
but the Republicans are in power in Congress, and are determined to show it. 

(AP Photo/Charlie Riedel) 


US Vice President Biden invites Aruba PM Eman to Energy Summit 
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HUP FRONT 


US, Cuba end historic first round of talks 


B. KLAPPER 
M. WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — After a 
euphoric month that left 
Americans dreaming of 
holidays in Havana and Cu¬ 
bans imagining U.S. prod¬ 
ucts at their corner stores, 
the first real effort at forging 
a new era was sobering: 
Much bitter disagreement 
still stands in the way of nor¬ 
mal relations. 

Negotiations between sea¬ 
soned Cuban diplomats 
and the highest-level U.S. 
delegation to visit the is¬ 
land in 35 years failed to 
produce a single significant 
agreement — beyond the 
need for more talks. As 
Roberta Jacobson, Ameri¬ 
ca’s top diplomat for Latin 
America, told reporters, 
“It’s very hard to say how 
exactly this will work.” 

The two days of discussions 
were hyped, starting hours 
after President Barack 
Obama declared in his 
State of the Union address 
that the new engagement 
effort had “the potential to 
end a legacy of mistrust in 
our hemisphere” and pro¬ 
vided “new hope for the 
future in Cuba.” 

Yet by Friday it appeared 
negotiators hadn’t even 


On Thursday, Jacobson 
called re-establishing diplo¬ 
matic relations a “relatively 
straightforward process.” 
A day later, her Cuban 
counterpart suggested a 
central U.S. demand of un¬ 
restricted travel for U.S. dip¬ 
lomats was already being 
snarled in one of the most 
contentious points of the 
long-fraught U.S.-Cuban re¬ 
lationship — Washington's 
support for dissidents the 
Cuban government sees 
as mercenaries seeking to 
undermine the commu¬ 
nist system. Josefina Vidal, 
Cuba’s top diplomat for 
the United States, said in an 
interview with The Associ¬ 
ated Press that U.S. support 
for dissidents is “action that 
isn’t acceptable for Cuba, 
and they know it.” 

Asked whether Cuba 
would allow U.S. diplomats 
to go where they want, she 
said, “for Cuba, this consid¬ 
eration is associated with 
better behavior." 

At its most fundamental 
level, the U.S.-Cuba divide 
comes down to separate 
visions of where closer ties 
should lead. Jacobson said 
the U.S. goal is a Cuba that 
is “free and democratic.” 
Vidal outlined an entirely 
different idea — that of two 


with Cuba,” Vidal said. 

This disconnect surfaced 
several times this week. 

At one point, the U.S. and 
Cuba disagreed on wheth¬ 
er human rights even had 
been discussed. When 
Cuban officials acknowl¬ 
edged the subject was 
broached, they stressed 
their desire to help amelio¬ 
rate human rights problems 
in the U.S., from police kill¬ 
ings of black men to Guan¬ 
tanamo Bay detentions. 
Jacobson on Friday re¬ 
inforced the U.S. call for 
greater political freedom 
in Cuba, something Cu- 
ban-American leaders and 
rights advocates fear has 
been overshadowed in the 
push for detente. She met 
a group of dissidents in the 
morning and then spoke to 
influential Cuban blogger 
Yoani Sanchez. 

Human rights, Jacobson 
said, are the “center” of 
U.S. policy in Cuba. But she 
didn’t say Cuba must im¬ 
prove its human rights re¬ 
cord to have a better rela¬ 
tionship with the U.S. 
Republican leaders in Con¬ 
gress take a different view 
and hold the power to end 
America’s 54-year eco¬ 
nomic embargo of Cuba 
— the communist govern- 



A Cuban and US flag wave from the balcony of the Hotel Saratoga in Havana. Negotiations be¬ 
tween seasoned Cuban diplomats and the highest-level U.S. delegation to visit the island in 35 
years failed to produce a single significant agreement — beyond the need for more talks. 

(AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 


advanced Obama’s most 
basic objective: restoring 
diplomatic ties between 
the U.S. and President Raul 
Castro's government, with 
full-fledged embassies in 
each other's capitals. 


states with deep differenc¬ 
es but no economic or dip¬ 
lomatic restrictions, like the 
relationship the U.S. enjoys 
with China. 

“I don’t see why it is that 
difficult to have relations 


ment’s biggest desire. 
Asked whether Cuba might 
at least examine how to ex¬ 
pand freedoms to help the 
Obama administration with 
Congress, Vidal said, “Ab¬ 
solutely no.’O 




Combination of handout photos show US Vice President Joe 
Biden (left) and Aruba Prime Minister Mike Eman (right). 

(Handout Photos) 


Caribbean Energy Security Summit 
in Washington, DC, January 25-26 

US Vice President Joe Biden invites 
Aruba PM Eman to Energy Summit 


ORANJESTAD/WASHING- 

TON DC - U.S. Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Biden invited 
Prime Minister Mike Eman 
and Minister of Energy and 
Economic Affairs Mike De 
Meza to attend the Carib¬ 
bean Energy Security Sum¬ 
mit to be held on January 
25 & 26, 2015. 

In addition, the Vice Presi¬ 
dent has asked Prime Min¬ 
ister Eman to speak and 
share Aruba’s lessons on 
developing a comprehen¬ 
sive approach to energy 
transformation. 

This important summit will 
host delegations from 16 
Caribbean countries as 
well as another 20 delega¬ 
tions from leading play¬ 
ers in the region; such as 
the World Bank, the Inter- 
American Development 
Bank, CARICOM, Canada, 
EU, Spain, United Kingdom, 
and Colombia. 

The summit begins on 
January 25 with an open¬ 
ing reception hosted by 
Secretary of State John F. 
Kerry. The following day. 
Prime Minister Eman and 
Minister De Meza will at¬ 
tend a breakfast meeting 
also hosted by the Secre¬ 
tary of State to discuss cli¬ 
mate change issues facing 
the region, specifically how 
countries can work togeth¬ 
er to reach a new global 
agreement on climate 
change. 

U.S. Vice President Biden 
will meet with the heads of 
the Caribbean delegations 
on two separate occa¬ 


sions: a multi-lateral meet¬ 
ing to discuss regional and 
global cooperation and 
citizen education and a 
working lunch to discuss 
building a consensus on 
energy security. 

Vice President Kerry will 
also deliver a keynote ad¬ 
dress to the combined 36 
delegations and other spe¬ 
cial invitees. 

Prime Minister Eman will 
speak on a panel discus¬ 
sion on the topic of “Com¬ 
prehensive Approaches to 
Energy Transformation” at 
which he is invited to share 
Aruba's lessons on its suc¬ 
cessful move to greater 
use of renewable energy 
before over 500 energy 
leaders from both the pub¬ 
lic and private sector. 
Joining Prime Minister Eman 
on the panel will be Joe 
Maria Figueres, President of 
Carbon War Room who re¬ 
cently said “Aruba can be¬ 
come a shining example of 
a successful transformation 
to a low carbon economy 
and eliminate the use of 
all fossil fuels by the year 
2020 - I believe we can 
develop what I would call 
‘the Aruba way’: a new 
type of development, very 
inclusive in terms of com¬ 
munity involvement, very 
forward thinking in terms of 
its objectives and its vision 
of a low carbon economy. 
And at the same time, very 
cutting edge with respect 
to the technologies we 
have today to move in that 
direction. ”□ 
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new effort against Islamic State 


Washington: 

Mosul strikes are start of 



In this October, 2014 photo released by the U.S. Air Force, a U.S. Navy F-18E Super Hornet supporting 
operations against the militant Islamic State group, leaves after receiving fuel from a KC-135 
Stratotanker over Iraq. U.S.-led airstrikes and Iranian aid have helped Iraqi troops, militiamen and 
Kurdish fighters take back bits around Islamic State-held territory, but recapturing it all remains far 
out of reach for this country held hostage. 

(AP Photo/U.S. Air Force, Shawn Nickel) 


LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An 

uptick in airstrikes in north¬ 
ern Iraq this past week 
marks the beginning of a 
broader effort to disrupt 
Islamic State supply lines 
ahead of an expected 
operation later this year to 
take back the city from mil¬ 
itants, U.S. military officials 
said Friday. 

Coalition airstrikes have 
pounded at least two doz¬ 
en locations around Mosul, 
destroying dozens of vehi¬ 
cles, buildings, fighting po¬ 
sitions and insurgent units. 
The airstrikes, said one se¬ 
nior military official, are the 
start of a new phase, and 
military leaders are watch¬ 
ing to see how Islamic 
State militants respond as 
their supply and communi¬ 
cations lines dry up. The of¬ 
ficial was not authorized to 
discuss the operations pub¬ 
licly so spoke on condition 


of anonymity. 

Meanwhile, at the Penta¬ 
gon Friday Rear Adm. John 
Kirby said U.S. efforts to 
train Iraqi forces and mod¬ 
erate Syrian rebels to fight 
Islamic State militants are 
moving forward, even as 
insurgents still control about 
21,000 square miles (55,000 
sq. kilometers) of Iraq. 

Kirby, the Pentagon press 
secretary, laid out a flurry 
of details and data aimed 
at showing the progress the 
coalition has made since it 
began airstrikes against the 
insurgents in Iraq last Au¬ 
gust. 

Kirby said that about 270 
square miles (700 sq. kilo¬ 
meters) in Iraq have been 
regained from militants, 
mostly by Kurdish forces in 
the north. Fie cautioned 
that control of land across 
the country will continually 
change over time, and it 
will be a long struggle. 

“I think we all recognize 


that it's a small percent¬ 
age of the total right now. 
But we're only six, seven 
months into this thing, too,” 
said Kirby. “ISIL had a big 
head start on us, coming 
into the summer. A pretty 


aggressive first quarter for 
those guys.” 

Fie added, however, that 
while it will take time to up¬ 
root the Islamic State group, 
270 square miles (700 sq. ki¬ 
lometers) also is not an in¬ 
significant amount. 

U.S. officials have said the 
coalition has stalled the 
momentum of the Islamic 
State militants, and Kirby 
said Friday that about 
6,000 of the fighters have 
been killed, according 
to estimated battle dam¬ 
age assessment of the 
airstrikes. U.S. officials esti¬ 
mate there were between 
20,000 and about 30,000 
insurgent fighters, including 
core Islamic State militants 
and other aligned militias. 
Kirby said the number killed 
is “not a metric that we're 
going to hang our hat on 
when it comes to talking to 
the success of this strategy 
... This is not a uniformed 
army with identification 
cards and recruiting post¬ 
ers. So, it's hard to say at 
any given time how many 
fighters they have in the 
field.” 

Instead, he said that more 


relevant measures of suc¬ 
cess would be the effect 
airstrikes and other opera¬ 
tions have had on the in¬ 
surgents’ ability to operate 
and communicate. Fie said 
the Islamic State group is 
more on the defensive, 
struggling to get supplies 
and financing and having 
difficulties replacing de¬ 
stroyed weapons and ma¬ 
chinery. 

“While we're seeing all 
that, we're also mindful 
that they’re still a potent 
force inside Iraq and in 
Syria. And that this is going 
to continue to take some 
time,” he said. 

Kirby also said that train¬ 
ing has begun in all four 
planned sites in Iraq. About 
3,600 Iraqi and Kurdish forc¬ 
es are in the pipeline for 
training at sites in Irbil, Bis- 
mayah, Taji and at Anbar 
Province's al-Asad Air Base. 
The training camp in Irbil 
began operations Friday, 
and about 100 peshmerga 
fighters have started their 
instruction. 

So far, plans are to train 
nine Iraqi brigades and 
three Kurdish brigades.Q 
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky. speaks to re¬ 
porters on Capitol Hill in Washington after a weekly Republican 
policy meeting. President Obama wants to stay relevant until 
the end of his historic presidency, but the Republicans are in 
power in Congress, and are determined to show it. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


Digging In 


STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Barack Obama wants to 
stay relevant until the end 
of his historic presidency. 
But the Republicans are 
in power in Congress, and 
are determined to show it. 
The battle lines were drawn 
this past week for the final 
two years of Obama’s 
term, with neither side able 
to claim the upper hand. 
The defiant president 
used his State of the Union 
speech to challenge con¬ 
gressional Republicans to 
raise taxes on the wealthy 
to give relief to the shrink¬ 
ing middle class. The Re¬ 
publican leader of the 
House fired back with the 
highly unusual step of invit¬ 
ing Israel’s leader to speak 
to Congress without con¬ 
sulting the White House. 

The Republicans, newly 
dominant in both houses of 
Congress, are not going to 
take the bait on taxes. But 
Obama is trying to demon¬ 


strate he has a key political 
role to play over the next 
two years: Bolstering the 
Democratic Party’s chanc¬ 
es of holding on the White 
House in the 2016 election. 
To that end, Obama is try¬ 
ing to show voters that his 
party cares for poor and 
middle class Americans, 
and the Republicans don't. 
He also made sure to claim 
credit for lifting the U.S. out 
of economic recession, 
saying his administration 


proved critics wrong with 
policies that have brought 
the “fastest economic 
growth in over a decade.” 
The tone of his speech was 
typical for the president 
who, far from retreating, 
has been on the offensive 
since Republicans dealt 
the Democrats a crushing 
defeat in November elec¬ 
tions, seizing control of the 
Senate and expanding 
their majority in the House. 
Obama made history the 


day he was first elected 
America’s first black presi¬ 
dent in 2008, and his lofty 
rhetoric promising both 
change and bipartisan 
cooperation raised high 
hopes among many Amer¬ 
icans frustrated with the 
wars and economic tur¬ 
moil of George W. Bush’s 
presidency. But Obama 
has struggled to shore up a 
clear legacy. The Republi¬ 
cans, who have controlled 
the House since 2010, have 
thwarted many of his do¬ 
mestic initiatives. New con¬ 
flicts abroad have wrong¬ 
footed Obama’s efforts to 
live up to the Nobel Peace 
prize he won less than a 
year into his presidency. 
With even more power 
now, the Republicans are 
certain to pursue legislation 
that would hurt Obama’s 
signature achievements, 
including his overhauls of 
the health care and immi¬ 
gration systems. 

By the end of the week, 
Obama had vowed to 
veto eight measures that 
the Republican-controlled 
Congress has drawn up to 


undo his policies or threat¬ 
en Democratic priorities. 
The number of veto threats 
was all the more notable 
because Obama has only 
vetoed legislation twice in 
six years, the fewest of any 
president dating back to 
the 1880s. 

The Republicans showed 
some weakness over the 
past week. A deep split be¬ 
tween moderate Repub¬ 
licans and firebrand con¬ 
servatives forced the party 
to retreat from a House bill 
that would have banned 
abortion after 20 weeks. 
They did pass a measure 
that would permanently 
block federal money for 
nearly all abortions, but 
that was a renewal of a 
prohibition that has essen¬ 
tially been in effect for de¬ 
cades. 

Still, the flashiest attempt 
to show who's in charge 
came from the Republi¬ 
cans. Without bothering to 
ask Obama, House Speak¬ 
er Boehner invited Israeli 
PM Benjamin Netanyahu to 
speak to a joint session of 
Congress in March. □ 
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Army: 

Texas post lacked system to ID rampage threat 

anxiety while being evalu- He had recently lost two 
ated for post-traumatic family members and faced 
stress disorder, but was financial difficulties, of- 
not considered “likely” to ficials said. A spokesman 



Lt. Gen. Mark Milley, commanding general of III Corps and Fort 
Hood, speaks with the media outside of an entrance to the Fort 
Hood military base in Texas. Fort Hood did not have a system in 
place that could have anticipated a deadly rampage last April 
that left four soldiers dead and 16 wounded, according to a U.S. 
Army report released Friday, Jan. 23, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Tamir Kalita) 


Cops: 

Pet ferrets maul 
newborn’s face 
with mom home 

DARBY, Pennsylvania (AP) 

Authorities say a trio of pet 
ferrets mauled a newborn 
who was left downstairs in 
her car seat, chewing off 
the baby’s nose and part 
of her cheek and lip. 
Officials say the month- 
old baby was attacked 
Thursday afternoon by fer¬ 
rets that escaped from a 
cloth cage while the girl's 
mother went upstairs and 
her father was sleeping. 
Authorities say the baby 
was in stable condition in 
intensive care Friday after 
emergency reconstructive 
surgery at Children’s Hospi¬ 
tal of Philadelphia. 

Police say four other young 
children have been placed 
with relatives amid con¬ 
cerns about their parents' 
ability to care for them. 
“The parents, I believe, 
have problems,” Police 
Chief Robert Smythe told 
the Delaware County Dai¬ 
ly Times. “They are chal¬ 
lenged. They can’t take 
care of these kids.” 

The ferrets scampered 
away when the moth¬ 
er came downstairs af¬ 
ter hearing the baby's 
screams, Smythe said. 
According to the website 
of the American Ferret As¬ 
sociation, a healthy, a well- 
trained ferret shouldn't bite 
but needs to be taught 
acceptable behaviors like 
any other pet. The associa¬ 
tion says that ferrets and 
kids can play well togeth¬ 
er but that small children 
shouldn't be left alone with 
them or any other animal. 
Smythe said investigators 
found more food for the 
family's ferrets and cats 
than for the children. Po¬ 
lice have asked prosecu¬ 
tors to approve charges 
against the parents. 


EMILY SCHMALL 

Associated Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — 

Fort Hood did not have a 
system in place that could 
have anticipated a deadly 
rampage last April that left 
four soldiers dead and 16 
wounded, according to 
a U.S. Army report released 
Friday. 

There were no clear warn¬ 
ings that Spc. Ivan Lopez 
would go on a two-block 
shooting spree before kill¬ 
ing himself on April 2, the 
report released Friday con¬ 
cluded. It also said Lopez’s 
supervisors would have had 
difficulty recognizing any 
personal problems leading 
up to the attack. 

The report also found that 
no single factor prompted 
the incident, despite Army 
investigators’ previous find¬ 
ings that Lopez had been 
in an argument after being 
denied leave. 

Investigators have said the 
34-year-old Iraq War vet¬ 
eran was undergoing treat¬ 
ment for depression and 


SADIE GURMAN 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — A 19-year- 
old woman who tried to 
go to Syria to help Islamic 
State militants has been 
sentenced to four years in 
prison. 

Shannon Conley learned 
her punishment in Denver 
federal court on Friday as 
her parents watched. 
Wearing a black and tan 
headscarf with her jail uni¬ 
form, she tearfully told the 
judge that she has dis¬ 
avowed jihad and that the 
people who influenced her 
misconstrued the Quran. 
Conley pleaded guilty to 


commit violence. He had 
recently lost two family 
members, faced financial 
difficulties and was denied 
leave to travel to his native 
Puerto Rico, investigators 
noted in April. 


one count of conspiracy to 
provide material support to 
a foreign terrorist organiza¬ 
tion in September under a 
deal that requires her to di¬ 
vulge information she may 
have about other Ameri¬ 
cans with similar intentions. 
FBI agents say Conley want¬ 
ed to marry a suitor she met 
online who told her he was 
fighting with the extremists. 
She repeatedly told them 
she wanted to fight along¬ 
side him or use her skills as a 
nurse’s aide to help. 

Judge Raymond Moore 
said the sentence was 
meant to deter others with 
similar intentions. Earlier in 


for Lopez’s family said in 
April that he was upset he 
was granted only a 24-hour 
leave — which was extend¬ 
ed to two days — to at¬ 
tend his mother's funeral in 
Puerto Rico. Army spokes- 


the hearing he expressed 
doubt that Conley had 
disavowed jihad, pointing 
to a letter she wrote to a 
friend from jail in which she 
ridiculed other inmates for 
denouncing terrorism. 

He also said Conley has 
a history of defiance that 
has played out in the case 
and that she needs mental 
help. 

“Defiance has been a part 
of her fabric for a long time. 
She has been defiant be¬ 
fore this,” the judge said. 
“This is not the exceptional 
act. This is Shannon being 
defiant yet again." 

Conley could have faced 


man Lt. Col. Donald Peters 
said it is “absolutely untrue” 
that he was granted only 
a day's leave, instead get¬ 
ting six days' leave.Risk as¬ 
sessment at Fort Hood relies 
on self-reporting, the report 
said, adding that that Lo¬ 
pez could sometimes be 
“misleading or deceptive.” 
Recommendations in the 
report included exploring 
whether soldiers should 
register privately owned 
weapons with their com¬ 
manders. 

The Army previously said 
it was logistically impos¬ 
sible to stop and search all 
80,000 people who work on 
the sprawling base every 
day. Lopez’s shooting oc¬ 
curred nearly five years af¬ 
ter Army psychiatrist Nidal 
Hasan gunned down 13 
people at a medical readi¬ 
ness building at Fort Hood. 
Hasan carried a high-pow¬ 
ered pistol and several car¬ 
tridges of ammunition into 
the building under his green 
Army fatigues and opened 
fire for several minutes. 


up to five years in federal 
prison after pleading guilty 
to trying to help Islamic 
State militants, but her sen¬ 
tence depended at least 
in part on how helpful she 
was to authorities still inves¬ 
tigating her case and oth¬ 
ers like it. 

Authorities became aware 
of Conley's growing interest 
in extremism in November 
2013 after she started talk¬ 
ing about terrorism with em¬ 
ployees of a suburban Den¬ 
ver church. They had seen 
her wandering around and 
taking notes on the layout 
of the campus, according 
to court documents. 


Denver: 

Woman who tried to help terrorists receives 4 years 
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Good times keep rolling at the pump with $2 gasoline 



A motorist pumps gas at a station where the cash price for regular unleaded was under $2 a gal¬ 
lon, in Leonia, N.J. For the first time since 2009, most Americans are paying less than $2 a gallon. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


JONATHAN FAHEY 
AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — At some 
point this will end, perhaps 
even soon. The price of 
gasoline will not fall to zero. 
But for the first time since 
2009, most Americans are 
paying less than $2 a gal¬ 
lon. Just three months ago 
experts were shocked 
when it fell under $3. 

“It's crazy,” says Michael 


Noel, an economics profes¬ 
sor at Texas Tech University 
who studies oil and gaso¬ 
line prices. “But for consum¬ 
ers it’s very, very good.” 
Consumers and the econo¬ 
mies of the U.S. and most 
of the rest of the world are 
basking in the lowest prices 
for crude oil and gasoline 
in six years. U.S. crude oil 
traded Friday just below 
$46 a barrel and the aver¬ 


age price for a gallon of 
gas was $2.04. 

While there are some losers, 
such as oil companies, the 
oil-producing states and 
the oil-exporting countries 
that benefited from $100 a 
barrel for four straight years, 
most economists agree 
that the good outweighs 
the bad. 

The drop in prices is acting 
like an immediate tax cut 


for drivers, leaving them 
more money to spend on 
other things. The Energy 
Department predicts lower 
prices this year will save 
a typical household $750 
compared with last year. 
Julia Conner paid $1.98 a 
gallon Thursday near her 
home in Wesley Chapel, 
N.C. Saving on gas has 
made her more willing to 
go out for lunch with co¬ 
workers at the animal care 
and control office in Char¬ 
lotte where she works, or 
out for dinner with her hus¬ 
band. 

Pump prices have declined 
for a record 120 straight 
days, according to AAA, 
though the size of the de¬ 
clines is shrinking and the 
streak may soon end. But 
even if the price rises this 
spring, as it typically does, 
driving during summer trav¬ 
el season should still cost 
less than it has in years. 
Conner is hoping she can 
afford a 300-mile roundtrip 
to Asheville, North Caro¬ 
lina, or even further away, 
to Tennessee, this summer. 
“Even if it’s not $1.98 that 
would definitely help as 
far as vacation goes,” she 
said. Diane Swonk, chief 
economisf at Mesirow Fi¬ 
nancial, expects lower 
gasoline prices to help the 
U.S. economy to grow 3.3 
percent this year, the high¬ 
est since the economy 
grew at that pace in 2005. 
“This is one thing that hits 
the masses, not just a mi¬ 
nority of people," she says. 
“There's some benefit for 
almost everyone." 

It’s also helping business¬ 
es with high fuel bills. 
“We’ve been able to in¬ 
crease our net profits, 
which has allowed us to 
reward our employees with 
bonuses and also purchase 
three new vehicles to re¬ 
place older ones," says 
Ricky Wingard, owner of 
Econ-O-Bug, a pest control 
company in Lexington, S.C. 
His fleet of 22 vehicles drive 
an average 1,600 miles a 
day. 

Southwest Airlines told in¬ 
vestors Thursday that it ex¬ 
pects to save $1.7 billion on 
fuel costs this year. 

Other beneficiaries of low 
oil prices include some of 
the world’s biggest econo¬ 


mies, according to an anal¬ 
ysis by Moody’s: China, the 
eurozone, and Japan. Their 
gains will far outstrip the 
losses that are pinching the 
budgets of exporting coun¬ 
tries such as OPEC nations, 
Russia, and Norway. 

Oil drillers that fueled a 
boom in U.S. production 
will suffer, along with states 
such as Texas and North 
Dakota that rely heavily 
on drilling activity. Oil ser¬ 
vice companies have an¬ 
nounced layoffs of thou¬ 
sands of workers just in the 
past week, and the analy¬ 
sis firm Wood Mackenzie 
expects drilling investment 
in North America to fall by 
$50 billion, or nearly 40 per¬ 
cent, over the next year. 
But the oil exploration and 
production business, while 
sizeable, is small com¬ 
pared to the rest of the U.S. 
economy. And the U.S. still 
needs to import oil to meet 
its needs. 

The big drop in oil prices, a 
result of rising production in 
the U.S. and elsewhere at a 
time when global demand 
growth is weak, means the 
U.S. is sending fewer dollars 
overseas. 

And drivers are pumping 
fewer dollars into their gas 
tanks. The national aver¬ 
age price is $1.25 less than 
a year ago, according to 
AAA. The national average 
is over $2 only due to high 
pump prices in Alaska and 
Hawaii — $2.78 and $3.28, 
respectively. 

Missouri drivers are pay¬ 
ing just $1.79 a gallon, the 
cheapest in the nation. 
Texas, Kansas and Okla¬ 
homa are also paying less 
than $1.85. In the Lower 48, 
California drivers are pay¬ 
ing the most, $2.47 on aver¬ 
age, followed by New York 
at $2.46. 

Gasoline prices rise nearly 
every year between late 
winter and early summer 
as refineries slow down for 
maintenance and switch 
to more expensive summer 
blends of gasoline to meet 
clean-air standards. 

Still, even a typical rise of 
60 to 65 cents over the next 
few months would produce 
a springtime high of around 
$2.70 — far beneath even 
the lowest prices of recent 
years.□ 



ria.SK )R 


A S I N O 


EXCELSIOR CASINO, located at Holiday Inn 
The most complete gambling experience!! 


* CRAPS 


* POKER 

. SLOT MACHINES 
BLACKJACK 

* RACE & SPORT BOOK * BINGO 


* ROULETTE TABLES * 


Lady Luck is waiting for you at EXCELSIOR CASINO! 
For more information give us a call (297) 586-7777 







































Deere to lay off more than 
1,000 in Iowa, Illinois plants 

TOM MURPHY 
AP Business Writer 

Deere will lay off about 910 workers indefinitely from 
factories mostly in Iowa and sideline another 500 em¬ 
ployees in Illinois until late summer, as the agricultural 
equipment maker continues its adjustment to demand 
for its products. 

The Moline, Illinois, company also said Friday that it is 
adding 220 jobs at construction and forestry facto¬ 
ries in Iowa. It plans to fill nearly all those positions with 
workers were laid off at agricultural equipment facto¬ 
ries last year. 

The latest indefinite layoffs will be centered on sites 
that build agricultural equipment, a core element of 
itsbusiness. They include 565 workers from three Water¬ 
loo, Iowa, locations; another 300 from the Des Moines 
Works in Ankeny, Iowa; and 45 from the Harvester 
Works in East Moline, Illinois. 

Employees laid off until summer work at the compa¬ 
ny’s seeding and cylinder factory in Moline. That lo¬ 
cation is going on an extended inventory adjustment 
shutdown. The company said it typically goes through 
a seasonal inventory adjustment around this time of 
year. 

The layoffs will begin in early February, and most will be 
effective in late March. a 

Gauge of US economy up 
0.5 percent in December 

MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — An index designed to predict 
the future health of the U.S. economy posted a fourth 
straight solid gain in December. 

The Conference Board said Friday that its index of 
leading indicators increased 0.5 percent in December 
after a revised gain of 0.4 percent in November. The 
index also posted solid gains in September and Octo¬ 
ber after a flat reading in August. 

The December increase reflected widespread strength 
with eight of the 10 forward-pointing indicators that 
make up the index showing strength. 

“The short-term outlook is getting brighter and the 
economy continues to build momentum,” said Ata¬ 
man Ozyildirim, a Conference Board economist. "Still, 
a lack of growth in residential construction and aver¬ 
age weekly hours in manufacturing remains a con¬ 
cern.” 

The largest positive contributors to the index were the 
spread in interest rates, a fall in weekly unemployment 
claims, consumer expectations and new orders to 
manufacturers for capital goods excluding aircraft. 
The only negative contributor to the index in Decem¬ 
ber was a drop in building permits. Average weekly 
manufacturing hours held steady, meaning it did not 
add or subtract from the overall index reading. □ 







Real estate agent Sam Golkar, left, tours a home being sold by fellow agent Frank Ruan, right, 
in Cupertino, Calif. The National Association of Realtors reported on sales of existing homes in 
December on Friday, Jan. 23, 2015. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez) 


US Financial Front: 

American home sales rise in December 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
Americans purchased 
homes in December, yet 
total sales slipped in 2014 
as first-time buyers strug¬ 
gled to find houses. 

The National Association 
of Realtors said Friday that 
sales of existing homes rose 
2.4 percent last month to 
a seasonally adjusted an¬ 
nual rate of 5.04 million. But 
over the course of the en¬ 
tire year, sales fell 3.1 per¬ 
cent to 4.93 million. 

Only 29 percent of sales 
went to first-time buyers 
last month, compared to 
a historic average of 40 
percent. Prospective buy¬ 
ers were priced out of 
the market due to rising 
home values and relatively 
stagnant incomes. Still, af¬ 
fordability has improved 
in recent months as mort¬ 
gage rates have plunged, 
leading to the possibility of 
stronger sales in 2015. 
“Sales will increase through¬ 
out 2015 as potential buy¬ 
ers feel more comfortable 


about the economic out¬ 
look and lenders are willing 
to make loans,” said Stuart 
Hoffman, chief economist 
at PNC Financial Services. 
Median home prices in¬ 
creased 6 percent over the 
past 12 months to $209,500. 
There were relatively few 
listings in December, as 
the supply of homes on 
the market dropped to 4.4 
months from 5.1 months in 
November, the Realtors 
said. The supply was the 
lowest in two years. 

Much of the gains in sales 
came from the West, with 
additional growth in the 
South. Sales slumped in the 
Northeast and Midwest. 
Home-buying appears 
poised to improve, how¬ 
ever. 

“There are good supporting 
factors behind the housing 
market,” said Jennifer Lee, 
a senior economist at BMO 
Capital Markets. 

Strong job growth over the 
previous year has added 
nearly 3 million new pay- 
checks to the economy. 
Mortgage rates have fallen 


sharply, and home values 
are rising at a slower clip, 
giving prospective buyers 
some financial leeway. 

The Realtors expect sales 
will rise 8 percent this year 
to 5.3 million homes. Much 
of that growth will hinge on 
first-time buyers getting out 
of the rental market. 

Jed Kolko, chief econo¬ 
mist at Trulia, predicts that 
much of the growth will oc¬ 
cur in the suburbs. 

For starters, the suburbs 
are more affordable, with 
prices rising 5.7 percent 
per square foot last year, 
compared to an 8.1 per¬ 
cent surge in urban neigh¬ 
borhoods. Secondly, urban 
populations have risen in 
recent years because of 
what Kolko calls a “demo¬ 
graphic jolt” from twenty- 
somethings renting close to 
downtown, a pattern that 
will soon reverse itself. 

“As millennials get older, 
many will follow a familiar 
path: They’ll partner up, 
have kids, and move to the 
suburbs," Kolko said in a re¬ 
port released this week.Q 
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American Living: 

Knocked for risks, youth football league plays defense 


Junior San Antonio Outlaw Darryon Cline runs the ball during the 
Texas Youth Football Association Championship Game at Cav¬ 
alier Stadium in Austin, Texas. The Association, which includes 
105 organizations with up to five teams in different age groups, 
has fueled a national debate about youth football and parent¬ 
ing after several teams were featured in the television series, 
“Friday Night Tykes.” 

(Jennifer Whitney /The New York Times) 


KEN BELSON 
© 2015 New York Times 
SAN ANTONIO - On a Thurs¬ 
day night in December, 
Brian Morgan stood at the 
50-yard line on a commu¬ 
nity football field as two 
teams from the Outlaws, a 
youth organization, prac¬ 
ticed to his left and right. 
Both teams - one with 6- 
and 7-year-olds and the 
other with 10- and 11-year- 
olds - were preparing for 
championship games in a 
few days. 

Unlike the coaches in track 
suits, Morgan, 43, wore a 
jacket and slacks, having 
just returned from a busi¬ 
ness trip to Houston. As the 
younger boys in full pads 
clanked off one another 
on one side of the field, 
Morgan took stock of the 
controversial Texas Youth 
Football Association, which 
he co-founded 15 years 
ago. 

The association, which 
contains 105 organizations 
that have up to five teams 
in different age groups, fu¬ 
eled a national debate 
about youth football and 


parenting after several 
teams were featured in 
the television series “Friday 
Night Tykes." 

Coaches were shown 
screaming at young boys 
and leading them in risky 


drills. Parents were por¬ 
trayed as overbearing. 
Children cried and vom¬ 
ited during practices in 
brutal heat. One stadium 
banned TYFA teams. USA 
Football, the NFL-funded 
group that governs ama¬ 
teur football and promotes 
safe tackling, slammed the 
association because of 
coaches' language. 

The reaction to the show 
thrust Morgan, a client ser¬ 
vices consultant by day 
and a volunteer league 
commissioner by night, 
into the role of defend¬ 
ing the association and its 
tough-love, win-at-all-costs 
philosophy. He spoke on 
radio and television pro¬ 
grams, was cornered by 
concerned parents and 
recently appeared on a 
panel in New York. 

He acknowledged that 
there were bad apples in 
TYFA. Coaches were sus¬ 
pended for using foul lan¬ 
guage and encouraging 
their players to harm their 
opponents. Parents who 
go on the field will now be 
barred from future games. 
“The coaches, the ‘in your 
face,' the intensity took 
people by surprise," Mor¬ 
gan said. “Do they cross 
the line? Sure. The cam¬ 
eras caught some stuff 
that we had to tighten up. 
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like scrimmaging younger 
players against older kids. 
That's a no-no. And there’s 
no reason for parents to 
taunt other parents.” 

But by and large, he said, 
the show portrayed teams 
playing hard and learning 
life lessons. Besides, no one 
is forcing parents to have 
their sons play on TYFA 
teams, which have fewer 
weight and age restrictions 
and more practices than 
other youth football orga¬ 
nizations like Pop Warner. 
For all the controversy it 
generated, the first sea¬ 
son, which aired last year 
on the Esquire Network, 
was a boon to TYFA. (The 
first installment in the 10- 
part second season was 
broadcast Tuesday.) After 
several years of declining 
enrollment amid reports 
about the long-term ef¬ 
fects of concussions, the 
number of players in TYFA 
rose by about 35 percent, 
to roughly 18,000, last sea¬ 
son, which concluded in 
mid-December. 

This has only emboldened 
Morgan, who said he did 
not buy talk of the decline 
of youth football. The con¬ 
cussions, the violence on 
the field, and the manic 
parents and coaches who 
push children as young 
as 6 to play a dangerous 
game are part of the sport, 
he said, not omens of its 
demise. 

“Some people say it’s too 
young for them to learn 
how to win and lose,” 
Morgan said. “And I say, 
‘When do you start?' You 
want them to learn how to 
lose and how to pick your¬ 
self up after a loss, how do 
you win and win humbly? 
It’s a shame competition 
has become a kind of a 
bad word.” 

Morgan's defense of the 
association comes as 
the NFL the NCAA, high 
schools, youth leagues 
and seemingly everyone 
else involved in the sport 
are rushing to address 
concerns that the game 
is too dangerous. They 
have embraced new hel¬ 
met designs, safer tackling 
techniques, penalties for 
hitting defenseless players 


and rules that require play¬ 
ers suspected of suffering 
concussions to come out 
of games. 

Morgan does not dismiss 
these efforts. But it is bet¬ 
ter to admit that the sport 
will always have its risks, he 
said, adding that efforts to 
prevent those risks would 
dilute the game’s larger 
lessons, including the need 
for hard work, discipline 
and camaraderie. 

Either way, the show has 
raised questions about 
America’s obsession with 
sports and the increas¬ 
ing specialization in youth 
sports. It has also revitalized 
the debate over when, if 
ever, it is safe to let a young 
child play tackle football. 
“When I was a kid, we 
were focused on winning, 
but the intensity I see now, 
both from my kids’ coach¬ 
es and on this show, I don’t 
remember,” said Tiki Bar¬ 
ber, a former New York Gi¬ 
ants running back, whose 
12-year-old son plays tack¬ 
le football and has had a 
concussion. “I think it’s the 
evolution of sport and the 
desire for excellence and 
to move up to high school, 
college and the NFL.” 
Those involved with the 
show see it differently. The 
cameras followed them for 
months, so it was perhaps 
inevitable that they felt 
that they were misunder¬ 
stood at times. They were 
especially upset that crit¬ 
ics thought they cared little 
about the safety of their 
children. 

“They highlighted some 
of the bad stuff, but this is 
something that’s gone on 
for years,” Kinton Armmer, 
whose son, Jaden, played 
for the San Antonio Colts. 
“I don’t think there’s any¬ 
one in TYFA who is trying 
to hurt anybody. We have 
to teach our child that life 
is not fair, and the earlier 
he learns it, the more pre¬ 
pared he is for later in life.” 
Still, the show forced par¬ 
ents to confront some of 
their worst impulses. Lisa 
Connell, whose 9-year-old 
son, Colby, was shown 
throwing up, was shocked 
that she came across as a 
bossy parent.Q 
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Pro-Russian rebels reject peace deal, launch new offensive 


MSTYSLAV CHERNOV 
Associated Press 
DONETSK, Ukraine (AP) — 

Pro-Russian rebels in east¬ 
ern Ukraine rejected a 
previously signed peace 
deal Friday and launched 
a new multipronged offen¬ 
sive against Ukrainian gov¬ 
ernment troops, upending 
recent European attempts 
to mediate an end to the 
fighting. 

The main separatist leader 
in the rebellious Donetsk re¬ 
gion vowed to push Ukrai¬ 
nian soldiers out of the 
area and said insurgents 
would not take part in any 
more cease-fire talks. An¬ 
other rebel went even fur¬ 
ther, saying they would not 
abide by a peace deal 
signed in September. 
Separatist leader Alexan¬ 
der Zakharchenko said 
rebel fighters went on the 
offensive to gain more ter¬ 
ritory and forestall a Ukrai¬ 
nian attack. He declared 
they would push govern¬ 
ment troops to the border 
of the Donetsk region and 
possibly beyond. 

“Attempts to talk about a 
cease-fire will no longer be 


undertaken by our side," 
Zakharchenko said. 

The peace deal signed in 
September in the Belaru¬ 
sian capital of Minsk envis¬ 
aged a cease-fire and a 
pullout of heavy weapons 
from a division line in east¬ 
ern Ukraine. It has been 
repeatedly violated by 
both sides, and heavy ar¬ 
tillery and rocket barrages 
have increased the civilian 
death toll in the last few 
weeks. 

Foreign ministers from Rus¬ 
sia, Ukraine, France and 
Germany agreed Wednes¬ 
day to revive that division 
line, but fighting has con¬ 
tinued unabated. The U.N. 
human rights agency on 
Friday raised its estimate of 
the conflict’s overall death 
toll to nearly 5,100 since 
April. 

The tentative peace deal 
forged this week in Berlin 
called for Ukrainian troops 
and Russian-backed sep¬ 
aratists to pull back their 
heavy arms 15 kilometers (9 
miles) on either side of the 
line, although there was no 
agreement on a withdraw¬ 
al of troops. 


Austerity-battered Greeks favor 
radical left before Sunday’s vote 


Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) —The 

winds of political change 
are coursing through aus¬ 
terity-weary Greece, but a 
financial whirlwind may lurk 
round the corner. 

Opinion polls ahead of 
Sunday’s closely-watched 
national election agree: 
The radical left opposi¬ 
tion Syriza party, which has 
vowed to rewrite the terms 
of Greece’s international 
bailout, is poised to de¬ 
feat Prime Minister Antonis 
Samaras' conservatives. 
To govern — in a historic 
first for the Greek left — it 
may need the backing of 
a smaller party, but most 
seem willing to oblige. 

“I want this government 
to go. It has disappointed 
me,” said Babis Limnaios, 
41, an Athens electrician 
who last voted in 2004 for 
the conservatives but will 
now back Syriza. “I want 
them to change everything 
— tax, health care, educa¬ 


tion.” Communist-rooted 
Syriza has alarmed markets 
and investors with its talk of 
massive debf forgiveness 
and riding roughshod over 
the bailout deals. But the 
mood is less fraught than 
in the last national election 
in 2012, when many saw a 
Syriza victory as a precur¬ 
sor to a possible Greek exit 
from the eurozone, the 19 
nations that now share the 
euro currency. 

For one, Greece's Euro¬ 
pean partners are less ex¬ 
posed to fallout from a 
Greek financial collapse. 
The eurozone has a bail¬ 
out fund and the European 
Central Bank has commit¬ 
ted to buy the bonds of trou¬ 
bled countries, if needed. 
And despite erratic bomb¬ 
shells from some Syrizan 
officials — one candidate 
suggested printing euros if 
push comes to shove — the 
party is straining to play up 
its mainstream, Eurocentric 
aspects. 


But rebel spokesman Ed¬ 
uard Basurin threw that 
agreement into doubt, say¬ 
ing the insurgents “will no 
longer consider the Minsk 
agreement in the form it 


contradicted the official 
position of Russia, which 
has repeatedly pledged re¬ 
spect for the Minsk agree¬ 
ment, even though it has 
been reluctant to meet its 


Ukrainian border by the Or¬ 
ganization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 
Battles intensified last week¬ 
end over Donetsk airport, a 
gleaming showcase for the 



A Russian backed separatist rebel aims his machine gun while protecting a supply position in 
the Kievsky district, 3 km from the Airport, in Donetsk, Ukraine, Thursday, Jan. 22, 2015. A mortar 
shell hit a bus in the eastern Ukrainian rebel stronghold of Donetsk on Thursday, killing at least 13 
people, the separatist leader in the city said. 

(AP Photo/Manu Brabo) 


was signed,” although he 
added that they will remain 
open for peace falks. 
Basurin’s bold sfatement 


end of the deal, which also 
requested the withdrawal 
of foreign fighfers and the 
monitoring of the Russian- 


Euro 2012 soccer champi¬ 
onship that has been re¬ 
duced to rubble by months 
of clashes. 



prr 


PICADA TRAY TO GO 

A party, birthday or an anniversary? 


SftOEf*Gftj£7 


PICADA TRAY LAND & SEA 
Tenderloin, nbfl, bfcf flhpTt rib^p 
pork blood sdU4Dgi L H 

ihrimp -conch und buttered flu-h pi a I ter 


PICADA TRAY LAND 

Tenderloin., rib:; P 

pork blood 

beefthoft rib* pbucer 


PICADA TRAY SEA 

Shrimp scampi, 
conch, boctcrcd fi#h pkitcr 


All pLatlcrs include tpur famtiu? garlic bre.id.. 
mid Chimkhurfi, Marinated Omun> 4k Scttuk Satiee 

Free Delivery for -a Minimum Order of 10 People. 

tilt la order NOW 183-347? *Wilhc]minfliirflJti BO. Ctranirpiid | |Cll N US ON n 






prr perxan 

























SATURDAY 24 JANUARY 


EWORLD NEWS 


Yemen’s Shiite rebels try to avoid 
overstepping amid protest 



Houthi Shiite fighters wearing an army uniform ride on a pickup truck as they guard a street dur¬ 
ing a demonstration to show support for their comrades in Sanaa, Yemen, Friday, Jan. 23, 2015. 
Arabic on the posters reads, “God is great. Death to America. Death to Israel. A curse on the Jews. 
Victory to Islam.” 

(AP Photo/Hani Mohammed) 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Ye¬ 
men’s Shiite rebels faced 
mounting pressures and 
signs of internal divisions Fri¬ 
day after the U.S.-backed 
president and his cabinet 
resigned rather than submit 
at gunpoint to their increas¬ 
ing demands for greater 
power. With thousands of 
demonstrators on both 
sides taking to the streets 


across the impoverished 
Arab country, the reb¬ 
els appeared wary of the 
dangers of overstepping in 
Yemen’s minefield of tribal 
politics, sectarian divisions, 
al-Qaida militancy and a 
strong secessionist move¬ 
ment. Although rebel gun¬ 
men manned checkpoints 
throughout the capital and 
continued besieging the 
houses of government min¬ 
isters, they made no public 
attempt to fill the vacuum 


created by the resignations 
of President Abed Rabbo 
Hadi, his prime minister and 
cabinet. And there were 
signs that the national par¬ 
liament would reject the 
resignations when it meets 
Sunday. 

Indeed, it seemed as 
though the rebels, known 
as the Houthis, do not want 
to rule the country outright 
and would prefer that Hadi 
remain as a figurehead 
president.^ 


Activists: 

Syrian airstrike kills 35 near Damascus 


BEIRUT (AP) — A Syrian 
government airstrike hit an 
opposition-held suburb of 
the capital shortly after Fri¬ 
day prayers, killing at least 
35 people, scattering bod¬ 
ies and rubble in the streets 
and setting at least one 
building on fire, activists 
said. 

An activist based near the 
capital who goes by the 
name of Abu Yazan said 
the air raid struck near a 
popular market in the town 
of Hamouriyeh just east of 
Damascus. 

The Local Coordination 
Committees, an activist 


collective, said the strike hit 
people leaving a mosque, 
killing 35 people. The Britain- 
based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights put the 
death toll at 42, including 
six children. It said the num¬ 
ber of dead is expected to 
rise because many people 
were seriously wounded. 
Casualty figures often differ 
in Syria in the chaotic after- 
math of an attack. 

An amateur video posted 
online of the raid's after- 
math showed two men 
carrying a lifeless body 
on a stretcher as others 
scamper across the rubble- 


strewn street looking for 
survivors. Thick, gray smoke 
hangs in the air. A fire rages 
in the shell of a building on 
the street corner. 

A boy screams over a pud¬ 
dle of blood on the pave¬ 
ment. 

The video appeared genu¬ 
ine and corresponded to 
other Associated Press re¬ 
porting of the events de¬ 
picted. 

Syria's crisis began with an 
uprising against President 
Bashar Assad, then turned 
into a civil war. So far, 
220,000 people have been 
killed.□ 



New generation enters line to 
Saudi throne as king mourned 

A. AL-SHIHRI 
A. BATRAWY 
Associated Press 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — As Saudi Arabia mourned 
its late ruler. King Salman bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud quickly 
set the course for the monarchy’s future Friday by nam¬ 
ing a second-in-line to the throne from the next gen¬ 
eration of princes for the first time. 

The appointment came as the ultraconservative Sunni- 
ruled kingdom buried King Abdullah after a subdued 
and austere funeral attended by Muslim dignitaries 
from around the world. Abdullah, who led the country 
for nearly two decades, died early Friday at the age of 
90 after falling ill with pneumonia. 

Buried that same afternoon in an unmarked grave, 
Abdullah’s body was shrouded in a simple beige cloth, 
his remains interred without a coffin in line with Islamic 
tradition that all people — even kings — are equal in 
death before God. 

Just hours before, the ruling family once again showed 
its shrewd ability to coalesce quickly around thorny is¬ 
sues of succession. 

A royal decree affirmed Salman’s half brother Muqrin, 
69, as Crown Prince and the king's immediate succes¬ 
sor. 

Salman named Prince Mohammed bin Nayef, 55, as 
deputy crown prince. It marked the first time a grand¬ 
son of Saudi Arabia’s founder, King Abdul-Aziz Al Saud, 
is in line to become king. 

King Salman, 79, promised in a nationally televised 
speech to continue the policies of his predecessors. 
“We will continue adhering to the correct policies which 
Saudi Arabia has followed since its establishment,” said 
Salman, a veteran of the country's top leadership who 
served for nearly 50 years as the governor of the capi¬ 
tal, Riyadh, and later as defense minister. Salman likely 
will avoid directly challenging the kingdom’s influential 
clerics and is not expected to usher in sweeping po¬ 
litical reforms or rapidly expand women's rights, in line 
with previous monarchs. 

For almost a century, Saudi kings have overseen Mec¬ 
ca, giving them enormous prestige and global clout 
with the world’s 1.6 billion Muslims. To reemphasize their 
claim to Islam’s holiest sites, the current King Salman, 
like the two kings before him, assumed the title of “Cus¬ 
todian of the Two Holy Mosques,” a reference to Mec¬ 
ca’s Grand Mosque and the Prophet Muhammad's first 
mosque in Medina. 

For more than six decades, power has passed among 
the sons of the country’s founder, from brother to broth¬ 
er. But the ranks of that generation, largely in their 70s 
and 80s, are thinning. 

The decision to name Mohammed as deputy crown 
prince helps alleviate uncertainty over which of the 
late King Abdul-Aziz’s hundreds of grandsons would as¬ 
cend to the throne. Mohammed is the son of Salman’s 
full brother, Nayef, who was a formidable power in Sau¬ 
di Arabia until his death in 2012. 

Mohammed, who oversees Saudi counterterrorism ef¬ 
forts, will keep his post as interior minister. He was the 
target of a botched assassination attempt by al-Qaida 
militants in 2009. A leaked U.S. diplomatic cable from 
that same year described him as “more rounded, more 
intellectual (and) more educated” than his father, who 
was interior minister and crown prince before him. 

The Saudi Embassy in Washington says Mohammed 
graduated with a political science degree from Lewis 
and Clark College in Portland, Oregon. 

Salman also appointed his son, Prince Mohammed, as 
defense minister. The prince, in his 30s, studied law in 
Saudi Arabia. □ 
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City that sparked Venezuela protests braces for more unrest 


JACOBO G. GARCIA 
Associated Press 
SAN CRISTOBAL, Venezu¬ 
ela (AP) — The young men 
move furtively among 
the would-be shoppers 
queued outside a super¬ 
market, passing out pam¬ 
phlets calling for the resig¬ 
nation of President Nicolas 
Maduro, whose socialist 
policies they blame for 
leaving store shelves bar¬ 
ren and Venezuela’s econ¬ 
omy in shambles. 

A lookout signals that he's 
spotted an armed national 
guardsman approaching, 
and the group scatters like 
birdshot. This is not the time 
to risk being detained, stu¬ 
dent activist Osmel Garcia 
explained. 

“Nobody wants to get ar¬ 
rested now when things 
are about to heat up,” he 
said. 

One year ago, Garcia was 
among the thousands of 
people who staged vio¬ 
lent protests in this moun¬ 
tain city in Venezuela’s far 
west. Home to several col¬ 
leges, San Cristobal was 
the crucible of student-led 
unrest that spread to other 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — President Nicolas 
Maduro on Friday blasted 
a weekend visit to Venezu¬ 
ela by the former leaders 
of Mexico, Chile and Co¬ 
lombia, accusing them of 
inadvertently lending sup¬ 
port to extremist groups try¬ 
ing to oust him from power. 
Felipe Calderon of Mexico, 
Sebastian Pinera of Chile 
and Andres Pastrana of 
Colombia are supposed 
to participate in a pro¬ 
democracy symposium or¬ 
ganized by Maduro’s foes. 
They’re also expected to 
try on Sunday to visit jailed 
opposition leader Leop- 
oldo Lopez, who has been 
imprisoned for nearly a 
year for leading protests 
against the socialist gov¬ 
ernment. 

Maduro, who is struggling 
to rebuild Venezuela’s 
oil-dependent economy 


cities and provoked clash¬ 
es with authorities and pro¬ 
government demonstra¬ 
tors, ultimately leaving 43 
people dead and sending 
hundreds to jail, but failing 
to unseat Maduro. 

The barricades of burn¬ 
ing tires and steel manned 
here by rock-throwing 
youth only fell after the 
government sent in tanks, 
thousands of troops and 
even scrambled fighter 
jets to make low, menac¬ 
ing passes over the city of 
1 million. 

While the streets are calm¬ 
er now, tension is building 
again as the anniversary of 
the February uprising nears. 
Venezuela’s crisis has only 
deepened with falling 
crude prices crippling the 
oil-dependent economy, 
leading to a cash crunch 
that has restricted import¬ 
ed goods to just a trickle. 
Basic items like flour and 
diapers are hard to come 
by even on the black mar¬ 
ket and the government 
has had to deploy sol¬ 
diers to keep peace out¬ 
side stores where people 
wait hours for a chance to 


amid spiraling inflation and 
widespread shortages, told 
supporters that the three 
conservative former presi¬ 
dents would have “blood 
on their hands” for back¬ 
ing for his opponents. He 
also accused Calderon of 
having ties with Mexican 
drug traffickers and called 
Pinera a supporter of for¬ 
mer Chilean dictator Au- 
gusto Pinochet. 

Even while saying he re¬ 
spects free speech, Madu¬ 
ro urged the government’s 
supporters to reject the 
presidents’ visit as interfer¬ 
ence in Venezuela’s inter¬ 
nal affairs. 

“You should be worried 
about the crisis in your 
countries and not stick your 
stinking noses into the af¬ 
fairs of the Venezuelan 
people,” Maduro said at 
a rally commemorating 
the anniversary of the 1958 
coup that ousted dictator 
Marcos Perez Jimenez. □ 


pick through near-barren 
shelves. 

“Things are as bad as they 
were a year ago but now, in 


addition to the crime, there 
are more shortages in other 
parts of the country and 
the lines are longer,” says 
Jose Vicente Garcia, a city 
councilman who helped 
lead last year's rebellion. 
“All the conditions needed 
to end this government are 
coming together.” 

The combination of short¬ 


ages and spiraling inflation 
have shaken support for 
Maduro even among the 
poor who rely on the social 


programs launched by his 
mentor, the late President 
Hugo Chavez. Polls show 
Maduro's approval ratings 
have sunk to 22 percent, 
a low for his 2-year-old ad¬ 
ministration and just half 
the support for opposition 
leaders Henrique Capriles 
and the jailed Leopoldo 
Lopez. 


Activists who took part in 
the 2014 unrest say they’ve 
learned from their mistakes 
and are working hard to 
counter mistrust of the tra¬ 
ditionally elitist opposition. 
An anti-government pro¬ 
test called for Saturday in 
Caracas, the first there in 
10 months, seeks to harness 
anger over the shortages 
under the slogan “March 
of the Empty Pots.” It's a 
departure from the previ¬ 
ous rally cry that called 
for Maduro’s departure: 
“La Salida,” or “The Exit.” 
Analysts said that phrase 
helped bolster Maduro’s 
contention he's been the 
target of a right-wing con¬ 
spiracy led by the United 
States. 

Activists in San Cristobal 
appear to be preparing for 
battle. One student who 
helped organize the 2014 
uprising said protesters are 
lining up supplies of gun¬ 
powder needed to assem¬ 
ble small explosive devices 
called “potato bombs” 
and to prepare spike-strips 
made of nails placed on 
a hose to stop pro-gov¬ 
ernment motorcyclists. He 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity for fear of arrest.Q 


Maduro criticizes visit by three 



FOR THE HUNGRY! 

MENU ITEMS 

~ RED FISH DELICIOUS DISHES 

RED FISH MENU SAMPLE 

• 'A Lb Fresh Fish $10.85 

• Fish Filet pan fried $18.55 


with creole or garlic sauce 

• 1 Lb Fresh Fish $20.00 

• Calco "Conch" $21.70 


in creole or garlic sauce 

• 'h Lb Fresh Shrimp $15.40 

• Pan fried Lobster 6oz $20.00 

• 1 Lb Fresh Shrimp $25.70 

• Filet Mignon 6oz. Angus $18.30 

• 1 Lb Fish & Shrimps $25.70 

• Chicken Sate $10.85 

• Calco (conch) & Shrimp $25.15 

CALL NOW 


in creole or garlic sauce 

FOR RESERVATIONS 


• Balchi di Pisca ( 2 fish cakes ) $10.85 

^ OR TAKE OUT! 


• Fish Soup $6.90 

Tel.280-6666 


Open daily from 11:30am - 10:00pm (closed on Mondays) • Orange Mall Sasaki 


** Hl 



A demonstrator wearing a Guy Fawkes mask displays a poster 
that reads in Spanish “Maduro Resign” during a protest in San 
Cristobal, Venezuela, Friday, Jan. 23, 2015. Venezuela’s crisis 
has only deepened with falling crude prices crippling the oil- 
dependent economy, leading to a cash crunch that has re¬ 
stricted imported goods to just a trickle. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 
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TOURIST GO FLEA MARKET 

L.G. SMITH BlVd. LOOK FOR THE ORANGE FLAGS & TENTS 

ARUBA ARTS-CRAFTS-SOUVENIRS-WATCHES ■ SUNGLASSES-SILVER-JADE-JEWELRY ■ 
DRESSES-BAGS-BRACELETS-CUBAN CIGARS - T-SHIRTS-SHORTS - WALLETS - DELFT BLUE 

TELL & BRING YOUR FRIENDS 

TRANSPORTATION EASY CONSTANT PUBLIC BUSSES - TAXI’S - TOUR BUSSES OR WITH YOUR OWN CAR. 

S"£? Call: 7M54M/569-2189 



OPEN 


SATURDAY & 
SUNDAY 

from 8am - 6pm. 

Stay a few hours. 
TAKE EXTRA CASH 


UN Security Council members arrive in Haiti for 3-day visit 



A protester holds a sign that reads in Creole “Coalition Pitit Dessaline says down AAinustha,” 
during a demonstration calling for the resignation of President Michel Martelly in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, Friday, Jan. 23, 2015. The hardline opposition to Martelly has promised a wave of intensified 
street protests to try and pressure him from office. Martelly took power in 2011 and is due to 
leave next year. (AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery) 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — U.N. Security Coun¬ 
cil members arrived Friday 
in Haiti for a three-day visit 
aimed in part at urging the 
government to hold long- 
delayed municipal and 
legislative elections. 
Representatives of the 
council’s 15 member 
states are expected to 
meet with President Mi¬ 
chel Martelly and other 
officials. Martelly began 
ruling by decree last week 
when Parliament was dis¬ 
solved after legislators’ 
terms expired amid a po¬ 
litical stalemate. 

The U.N. said in a state¬ 
ment that the delegation 
also would assess the im¬ 
plementation of Security 
Council resolutions such 
as the strengthening of 
Haiti’s police force. Coun¬ 
cil members last year ex¬ 
tended the U.N. peace¬ 
keeping mission in Haiti by 
a year and expect to cut 
the number of troops from 
5,021 to 2,370 by June. 

In addition to the capital of 
Port-au-Prince, the council 
representatives are to visit 
the northern coastal city 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— A Jamaican financier 
convicted of running a 
Ponzi scheme that bilked 
$220 million from thousands 
of investors across the Ca¬ 
ribbean and central Florida 
has been released from 
prison in the Turks & Caicos 
Islands, officials said Friday. 
Amy Filjones, spokeswom¬ 
an for the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in the Middle District 
of Florida, said in a Friday 
email that the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment is now “actively 
seeking to extradite” David 
Smith from the British terri¬ 
tory to serve out his 30-year 
federal sentence. 

In March 2011, Smith 


of Cap-Haitien. 

The visit comes just days 
after a new Haitian Cabi¬ 
net and other government 


agreed to waive extra¬ 
dition when he pleaded 
guilty to 23 counts of fraud 
and conspiracy in federal 
court in Orlando. Months 
earlier, he had been sen¬ 
tenced to 6 1/2 years in Turks 
& Caicos after pleading 
guilty to money laundering 
and conspiracy to defraud. 
Florida prosecutors said he 
could serve the sentences 
concurrently, so Smith has 
more than two decades 
still to serve in the U.S. 
Althea Been, a spokes¬ 
woman for the Turks & Ca¬ 
icos premier's office, as¬ 
serted Smith had finished 
his prison sentence on time 
and denied local media re¬ 
ports that he was released 
early for good behavior. 


leaders were sworn in. Hai¬ 
ti last week also swore in 
new Prime Minister Evans 
Paul, prompting support- 


Turks & Caicos Attorney 
General Rhondalee Braith- 
waite said local authori¬ 
ties were working on his 
extradition to the U.S., but 
did not wish to comment 
further because “this mat¬ 
ter is currently before the 
courts.” 

For years, the high-flying 
Smith was an influential 
figure in Jamaica before 
courts in two other coun¬ 
tries exposed him as a 
fraudster. He built his Olint 
investment group by pool¬ 
ing money supposedly for 
currency trading. But in¬ 
stead of investing money 
in trades. Smith used his 
clients’ cash to pay off re¬ 
demption requests from 
other investors and funnel 


ers of opposition factions 
call for more protests de¬ 
manding that Martelly 
step down. He became 


money into his personal 
bank account. 

His U.S. plea agreement 
said Smith used investors' 
money to make a down 
payment on a Lear jet, 
sponsor a popular jazz 
festival in Jamaica, and 
contributed millions to the 
island’s two major political 
parties and several promi¬ 
nent individual politicians. 
In 2006, Jamaica’s Finan¬ 
cial Services Commission 
raided his Kingston offices 
and barred it from operat¬ 
ing in the country, prompt¬ 
ing Smith to move to Turks & 
Caicos, where he bought 
a $2 million house. But Ja¬ 
maican politicians contin¬ 
ued to take his campaign 
contributions. □ 


president in 2011 and is 
scheduled to step down 
next year. 

Martelly on Thursday an¬ 
nounced a new, nine- 
member provisional elec¬ 
toral council that will be 
in charge of holding de¬ 
layed elections this year. 
The members were sworn 
in on Friday. 

Samantha Power, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nation, said she was look¬ 
ing forward to meeting 
with Haitians and hearing 
how the U.S. and the Se¬ 
curity Council can help 
them. 

“Gains for Haiti will be 
for naught without po¬ 
litical stability and strong 
democratic institutions,” 
she tweeted. "Current im¬ 
passe jeopardizes prog¬ 
ress.” 

A couple of thousand 
people participated in a 
protest Friday demand¬ 
ing Martelly's ouster, and 
some also expressed an¬ 
ger at the U.N., accusing 
it of introducing cholera to 
Haiti. 

A cholera outbreak has 
killed more than 8,000 peo¬ 
ple and sickened more 
than 700,000 after human 
waste was dumped into 
Haiti’s main river in Octo¬ 
ber 2010. Scientific stud¬ 
ies have said cholera was 
likely introduced in Haiti by 
U.N. peacekeepers from 
Nepal. 

A U.S. judge earlier this 
month ruled that the U.N. 
is immune from a lawsuit 
seeking compensation for 
victims of the deadly out¬ 
break. Brian Concannon, 
executive director of the 
Institute for Justice & De¬ 
mocracy in Haiti, criticized 
the U.N. in a statement 
this week saying it has not 
funded a plan to contain 
the epidemic. 

“It is time for the Security 
Council to reassess its pri¬ 
orities in Haiti,” he saidO 


US seeks fraudster released from TCI prison 
















Sail with Jolly Pirates 


Aruba’s Most Entertaining Sea-Bound Adventure 




combination that has 
earned the Jolly Pirates Sail¬ 
ing Adventures recognition 
from Trip Advisor ranking 
Jolly Pirates among the top 
performing establishments 
from around the world, 
with its Certificate of Excel¬ 
lence for 2014. In a recent 
Business Award Ceremony, 
the “Best Of Aruba” Award 
recognized Jolly Pirates the 
island’s “Best Snorkel Expe¬ 
rience". 

Discover why so many De¬ 
lighted Guests return each 
year and you will learn why 
Jolly Pirates holds the top 
spot of most popular sailing 
trip in Aruba! 

You're never too old or too 
young to learn what makes 
Jolly Pirates Cruises more 
special! 

Jolly Pirates Cruises will 
Board by the Hadicurari 
Pier at Moomba Beach be¬ 
tween the Holiday Inn and 
Marriott. 

Give the Jolly Pirates a 
shout at tel: (297) 586-8107; 
or visit www.jolly-pirates, 
com for more information 
on Aruba’s most entertain¬ 
ing sea-bound adventure. 
Tear out the value add¬ 
ed coupon featured on 
the pages of the Aruba 
TodayO 


PALM BEACH - FROM ABOARD these charming 
THE MOMENT YOU STEP Old World Teak Schooners, 


you will discover the color¬ 
ful personalities of Captain 
Harald, the ship’s hands-on 
owner and his crew, who 
literally turn flips to please 
their guests. The typical hos¬ 
pitality offered by the high- 
spirited crew is what keeps 


guests returning year after 
year and recommending 
the fun aboard the Jolly Pi¬ 
rates snorkeling and sunset 
sails to their friends. 
Old-world sailing, com¬ 
bined with a top-notch 
crew, is the unbeatable 
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SIDEBAR 



OPEN DAILY FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER 8 DRINKS 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY FROM 8:00 AM - MIDNIGHT 
FRIDAY 8 SATURDAY FROM 8:00 AM -1:00 AM 


DAILY SPECIALS 
FREE & AMPLE PARKING 
6 FLAT SCREENS 
BARREL AGED COCKTAILS 


FREE WIFI 

6 ICE-COLD DRAFT BEERS 

KIDS MENU SKIDS CORNER 

ARUBA'S LARGEST BOURBON SELECTION 


GOURMET BURGERS S 
BARREL AGEB 
COCKTAILS 


LOCATED DOWNTOWN ORANJESTAD AT RENAISSANCE (SEAPORT! MARKETPLACE ACROSS THE OCEAN SUITES 
TEL: +297 583 5511 EMAIL: INFO@SIDEBARARUBA.COM WWW.SIDEBARARUBA.COM 



Loyal Visitors Honored by Aruba Tourism Authority 




Aruba, Paradise in the Caribbean 


LeVent 


i "Earn Hearn 


C: +297 5927275 
T: +297 2801005 
E: info@leventaruba.com 
J.E. Irausquin Blvrd. 244 
Eagle Beach, Aruba 


FOR SALE 


A luxurious residential complex 
built to the highest level, with quality 
finishes, bright spaces and all the details 
one could dream for in their home. 

Walking distance to Eagle Beach and 
Spectacular Ocean View. 


EAGLE BEACH - Re¬ 
cently the Aruba 
Tourism Authority 
had the great plea¬ 
sure of honoring two 
very nice couples 
whom are loyal and 
friendly visitors of 
Aruba, at the Costa 
Linda Beach Resort, 
as Distinguished 
Visitors and Ambas¬ 
sadors of Goodwill. 
The symbolic honor¬ 
ary title is presented 
in the name of the 
Minister of Tourism 
as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests 
who visit Aruba for 
10-to-19 and 20-or- 
more consecutive 



years. The honorees were 
Mr. John and Mrs. Sharon 
Weir from Nashville, Ten¬ 
nessee and Mr. David and 
Mrs. Isabella Heyman from 
Montoursville, Pennsylva¬ 
nia. 

Both couples are loyal 
members of the Costa Lin¬ 
da Beach resort, and they 
love Aruba for the weather. 


beaches, restaurants and 
they love to meet every 
year with their lovely Aru¬ 
ban friends. The certificate 
was presented by Mr. Er¬ 
nest Giel representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority to¬ 
gether with Mrs. Gloria Jan- 
ga and Mrs. Lina Asaytuno 
representing the Costa Lin¬ 
da Beach resort □ 
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Airh^LPiif^ ihown in ITS- Dollars whurfi noted 


Kukoo Kunuku Serves Up Fun and Laughter in Aruba! 


Sunday, January 25th * 1 pm 


8 games to Play! 
AWG. 15.00 / $ 8.50 
for 4 Cards! 
Progressive within 
50 calls. 


AWG 42,477.60/ $23,587.56' $500 $300 $200 

"Pr ogres live amount -unlc -11 hil before 1 /2.S./ 201 S. - "Ejixepf on Progressive Fl G^reiliVD wirhin 51 Calif wifain Si! Cdli PrwjrGIlivc MtfifhVl 53f Calls 

Gomel Letter X $75 [ Gome 2 Large Diamonds $75 | Game 3 Lucky? $100 | Gome 4 Letter H $100 
Game 5 + or(roft $150 | Game 6 Postage Stamps $200 | Game 7 Letter! S3QQ | Game 8 Full Card $500 

Double /our prize with POWERS ALL 1 -25!” | Special Betico Day Door Prizes! 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily 10pm to 4om * J,E r trausquii Blvd #47 
583.5000 - {osmoQlhambro.com 



PALM BEACH - Born out of 
the dreams of a couple 
who escaped south for the 
winter and never left, Ku¬ 
koo Kunuku is the place on 
Aruba to find great food 
and make fun memories 
with the people around 
you. 

Kukoo Kunuku offers party 
bus tours and other adven¬ 


tures that take guests on a 
whirlwind tour of some of 
Aruba’s best sites as well 
as fun places where they 
can relax and grab a drink. 
Kukoo Kunuku is staffed by 
an eclectic mix of valued 
employees as diverse and 
interesting as Aruba itself. 
Their motto speaks for itself 
and is echoed by the expe¬ 


riences of taking a tour with 
them-”The perfect way for 
the old and the reckless 
and the young and the 
restless to spend an eve¬ 
ning in Paradise.” 

Aruba’s latest dinner under 
the stars location, Casibari 
Grill, is now featured on the 
Kukoo Kunuku Dinner and 


Barhopping Tour. Kukoo 
Kunuku guests can now 
enjoy a great local BBQ 
meal with all the trimmings 
before embarking on a 
fun barhopping and night¬ 
life adventure. The newly 
renovated Casibari, is now 
open to the public seven 
days a week serving deli¬ 
cious drinks and an excit¬ 
ing array of menu options. 
It is full of character with an 
atmosphere that can’t be 
beat anywhere else on the 
island! 

Take the opportunity to 


dance, drink, talk, and en¬ 
joy the music at Casibari 
Grill when you stop by on 
a Kukoo Kunuku tour the 
next time you are in Aruba. 
More information and re¬ 
views of Kukoo Kunuku can 
be found on TripAdvisor- it 
comes highly recommend¬ 
ed from travelers all around 
the world! 

For more information or to 
make reservations, please 
contact the Kukoo Kunuku 
at (297) 586-2010 or visit 
the website www.kukooku- 
nuku.com!. □ 
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Get In The Game At Touchdown Sports Bar & Grill! 


PALM BEACH - Wondering where to hang out 
and watch your favorite sporting event? 

A place with great food, ice cold beers, spe¬ 
cialty drinks a fun friendly atmosphere with in¬ 
door and outdoor seating? 

Well look no further! 

Touchdown Sports Bar & Grill is here! Located 
in the heart of the high rise hotel area, Palm 
Beach on the 2nd floor above the “I Love Aru¬ 




ba Store." 

Whether its NBA, NBL, NHL, UFC, Boxing or even 
the Kentucky Derby, Touchdown offers all pre¬ 
miere sporting events on 7 HD screens. Come 
join us this weekend for College Football, Soc¬ 
cer, NBA and the WWE and UFC - We have it 
ALL! 

The bar offers a wide variety of your favorite 
beer or you may want to try one of our house 
specialty cocktails or our famous “island san- 
gria” at our daily fun filled happy hours. 


The food menu offers daily specials, including 
our famous “2-for-l savory burgers" on Tues¬ 
day and delicious steak and seafood grills and 
snack platters that will surely have you coming 
back for more! 


So whether you want to cheer on your favorite 
team or enjoy a relaxing cocktail out on the ter¬ 
race, Touchdown Sports Bar & Grill has it ALLO 






Aruhiba 


Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 


t's a matter of prestige and quality... 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

- I available at their Tobacco farm where their 

cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 


For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail.com 
www. arahibacigars .com 








































A summary of the wild 2014 NFL season 


JOHN MARSHALL 
AP Sports Writer 
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — The 

NFL has reached the pin¬ 
nacle of its season with the 
Super Bowl just around the 
corner. Although it's the 
most popular sport in the 
U.S., for many Americans 
and millions around the 
world, the Super Bowl is the 
only football game they 
will watch all year. 

Some people know more 
about the NFL’s domestic 
violence policy or the way 
the league inflates foot¬ 
balls than about the actu¬ 
al teams — the Seattle Se- 
ahawks and New England 
Patriots — playing in the 
big game on Feb. 1. 

A lookback at an NFL sea¬ 
son that will be long re¬ 
membered more for things 
that happened off the 
field: 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Baltimore Ravens running 
back Ray Rice was sus¬ 
pended for the season 
and released by the team 
after video surfaced of him 
punching his fiance in an 
elevator. 

Minnesota Vikings run¬ 
ning back Adrian Peterson 
missed every game but 
one after being arrested 
on charges of child abuse 
for striking his son with a 
wooden switch. 

The San Francisco 49ers 
also released defensive 
end Ray McDonald after 
a series of missteps, includ¬ 
ing a domestic violence 
accusation, and Caro¬ 
lina defensive end Greg 
Hardy was placed on the 
league’s exempt list stem¬ 
ming from a domestic vio¬ 
lence conviction. 

NFL owners approved 
changes to the league's 
personal conduct policy 
in December, though the 
players union has yet to re¬ 
spond. 


Continued on Page 19 
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Bulls shake off form 
wobble to trounce Spurs 


The Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Derrick 
Rose scored 22 points and 
the struggling Chicago 
Bulls beat the San Antonio 
Spurs 104-81 on Thursday 
night. 

The Bulls came away with 
a much-needed win after 
dropping six of eight and 
handed the defending 
champions their most lop¬ 
sided loss of the season. 

Chicago Bulls guard Derrick 
Rose (1) shoots past San Anto¬ 
nio Spurs guard Danny Green 
(14) during the first half of an 
NBA basketball game Thurs¬ 
day, Jan. 22, 2015, in Chica¬ 
go. 

Associated Press 



The Central division lead¬ 
ers broke this one open in 
the third quarter, outscor- 
ing the Spurs 31-20, and 
snapped San Antonio’s 
four-game win streak. 

Rose, who called out his 
team after Monday’s loss 
at Cleveland, backed it up 
by going hard to the rim 
and hitting 9 of 16 shots. 
He led six Bulls in double 
figures. 

Pau Gasol added 12 points 
and 17 rebounds after be¬ 
ing voted to his fifth All-Star 
game and first as a starter. 
The Spurs' Kawhi Leonard 
scored all of his team-lead¬ 
ing 16 points in the first half. 
JAZZ 101, BUCKS 99 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Gor¬ 
don Hayward scored 13 of 
his game-high 24 points in 
the fourth quarter and the 
Utah Jazz held on for the 
win as the Bucks missed 
their last five shots in the 
closing minute. 

The Jazz appeared to be 
in control after a 15-3 run, 
taking a 101-92 lead on 
two free throws by Hay¬ 
ward with 2:35 remaining. 
But the Bucks pulled within 
the final score on Jared 
Dudley’s 3-pointer from the 
top right with 1:29 left. 

The Bucks had a final op¬ 
portunity when an officials 
review awarded them the 
ball out of bounds under 
the basket with 7.1 sec¬ 
onds left. Brandon Knight 
missed a jumper with two 
seconds left and Zaza Pa- 
chulia missed the tip-in at 
the buzzer. 

CELTICS 90, TRAIL BLAZERS 
89 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
Evan Turner hit a 3-pointer 
with 1.9 seconds left and 
the Boston Celtics over¬ 


came the shorthanded 
Portland Trail Blazers. 

Avery Bradley had 18 
points to lead the Celt¬ 
ics, who snapped a three- 
game losing streak. Jared 
Sullinger added 17 points 
and nine rebounds. 
Damian Lillard had 21 
points and seven assists to 
lead the Blazers, who have 
lost five of their last six as 
they struggle with injuries 
to their front line. 

The Blazers were hit before 
the game with the news 
that three-time All-Star La- 
Marcus Aldridge had torn 
a ligament in his left thumb 
and would need surgery. 
The 6-foot-11 power for¬ 
ward is expected to miss 
from six to eight weeks. 
CLIPPERS 123, NETS 84. 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Blake 
Griffin scored 22 of his 
24 points in the first half, 
when the Clippers led by 
33 points, and Los Angeles 
went on to its largest vic¬ 
tory ever over the Brooklyn 
Nets. 

J.J. Redick and Jamal 
Crawford added 17 points 
each, DeAndre Jordan 
had 14 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds, and Chris Paul 
had a season-high 17 as¬ 
sists for the Clippers, who 
have won nine of their last 
12 and three in a row. 

With Kevin Garnett resting, 
the Nets were led by Ma¬ 
son Plumlee with 16 points. 
Darius Morris and Jerome 
Jordan had 11 points 
each, and Jordan had 11 
rebounds. They have lost 
nine of 11. 

The Clippers put the game 
away in the first half, when 
they shot 66 percent and 
Jordan had already se¬ 
cured his double-double. □ 
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NFL season 


Continued from Page 17 

RECORDS/STELLAR PER¬ 
FORMANCES 

Denver's Peyton Manning 
broke Brett Favre's career 
record of 508 touchdown 
passes. Atlanta’s Devin 
Hester broke Deion Sand¬ 
ers' all-time record of 20 to¬ 
tal returns for touchdowns. 
New England’s Jonas Gray 
became the first player 
since 1921 to rush for four 
touchdowns in a game — 
his first career touchdowns 
— against Indianapolis on 
Nov. 16. The next week, 
he was benched after he 
overslept and was late for 
practice. The Cleveland 
Browns rallied from a 28-3 
deficit to beat Tennessee 
29-28 on Oct. 5, the larg¬ 
est comeback by a road 
team in NFL history. 

New York Giants receiver 
Odell Beckham pulled 
down what has been 
called one of fhe great¬ 
est catches in NFL history 
against Dallas on Nov. 24, 
somehow snaring the ball 
with just three fingers. 
Houston defensive lineman 
J.J. Watt, a favorite to win 
league MVP, had three of 
his five tackles for a loss, 
forced a fumble, recov¬ 
ered a fumble and caught 
a touchdown pass against 
Cleveland on Nov. 16. 
PLAYER EXPRESSION 
Numerous players made 
headlines for political ex¬ 
pressions. Five St. Louis 
players raised their hands 
in the “Hands Up, Don’t 
Shoot” gesture before a 
game against Oakland in 
a show of solidarity with 
protesters in Ferguson, Mis¬ 
souri, where unarmed Mi¬ 
chael Brown was fatally 
shot by a police officer. 

A week later, several play¬ 
ers across the league wrote 
the message “I Can’t 
Breathe" on their equip¬ 
ment, after a grand jury 
did not charge a New York 


police officer in the choke- 
hold death of Eric Garner. 
Browns receiver Andrew 
Hawkins wore a T-shirt dur¬ 
ing warmups before a 
game against Cincinnati 
to protest police shootings 
in Ohio. 

Jets center Nick Mangold 
wore an NYPD hat before 
a game against New Eng¬ 
land in honor of two New 
York police officers who 
were shot and killed in 
Brooklyn. 

INJURIES 

The Arizona Cardinals lost 
their top two quarterbacks 
and had a string of other 
key players go down. The 
best team in the league 
in the first half of the sea¬ 
son, they limped into the 
playoffs and lost in the first 
round. 

Receiver Victor Cruz, one 
of the New York Giants' 
most popular players, had 
one of the season's more 
heartbreaking moments, 
sobbing into his hands after 
tearing his patellar tendon 
in a loss to Philadelphia 
in October. Kansas City 
Chiefs safety Eric Berry was 
diagnosed in December 
with Hodgkin's lymphoma 
after doctors discovered a 
mass in his chest. 

Many starting quarter¬ 
backs missed games, in¬ 
cluding Washington’s Rob¬ 
ert Griffin III, Philadelphia’s 
Nick Foies and Sam Brad¬ 
ford of the Rams. 
ADJUDICATION 
The NFL was involved in 
two large lawsuits during 
the season. 

After years of facing in¬ 
dividual lawsuits over its 
handling of concussions, 
the league reached a 
class-action settlement of 
at least $765 million in 2014 
that could affect more 
than 20,000 former play¬ 
ers. Fewer than 1 percent 
of the retirees covered in 
the deal opted out and still 
have the option of suing 
the league. In December, 
a federal judge dismissed 
a lawsuit by 1,300 former 


players who had claimed 
NFL teams acted without 
regard to players’ injuries 
and doled out painkillers 
without prescriptions to 
mask pain and minimize 
loss of playing time. 
COACHES FIRED 
NFL coaches went on a 
wild ride of firings and hir¬ 
ings in 2014. 

John Fox and Denver part¬ 
ed ways after the Broncos 
playoff loss, and he had 
a job two days later with 
Chicago, which fired head 
coach Marc Trestman af¬ 
ter a 5-11 season. □ 



In this Oct. 19,201 4, file photo, Denver Broncos quarterback Pey¬ 
ton Manning throws his 509th career touchdown pass, breaking 
Brett Favre’s mark, to set the NFL record, during a football game 
against the San Francisco 49ers in Denver. 

Associated Press 
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Federer out of Aussie Open in 3rd round after loss to Seppi 



Roger Federer of Switzerland serves to Andreas Seppi of Italy during their third round match at the Australian Open tennis champion¬ 
ship in Melbourne, Australia, Friday, Jan. 23, 2015. 


JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— Roger Federer is out of 
the Australian Open, his 
chances of reaching a 12th 
consecutive semifinal at 
Melbourne Park erased in a 
shocking third-round loss to 
Andreas Seppi on Friday. 
Rafael Nadal is still in con¬ 
tention, rebounding from 
his five-set, second-round 
win to beat No. 106-ranked 
Dudi Sella 6-1, 6-0, 7-5 in a 
third-round match lasting 
a little over two hours to 
reach the fourth round. 

No. 2-ranked Federer 
came into the season’s first 
major in form, winning the 
warmup tournament at the 
Brisbane International and 
aiming for an 18th Grand 
Slam title. Nadal was com¬ 
ing off a lengthy stint on the 
sidelines, and hadn't given 
himself much chance of 
collecting a 15th major. 
Federer had never lost to 
No. 46-ranked Seppi in 10 
previous meetings, but 
made some uncharacter¬ 
istic errors including nine 
double-faults — one to sur¬ 
render a mini break in the 
last tiebreaker — in the 6-4, 
7-6 (5), 4-6, 7-6 (5) defeat. 
Seppi, a 30-year-old Italian 
who had only advanced 
beyond the second round 
once at his nine previous 
trips to the Australian Open, 
held his nerve despite some 
withering winners from Fe¬ 
derer, who registered his 
1,000th career match win 
earlier this month in Bris¬ 
bane. 

Federer also had a 4-1 lead 
in the second-set tiebreak¬ 


er and let it slide. 

“I knew how important that 
second-set tiebreaker was 
— clearly that hurt, losing 
that one," Federer said. “It 
just broke me to lose that 
second set. And actually 
the fourth, I should win it, 
too. Just a brutal couple of 
sets to lose there. The end 
wasn’t pretty.” 

Federer has won the Aus¬ 
tralian title four times, and 
had reached the semifinals 
or better at Melbourne Park 


every year since winning 
the championship for the 
first time in 2004. This was 
his earliest exit since 2001, 
when he also lost in the 
third round. 

“I had to believe that I 
could win," said Seppi, who 
said he stuck out his racket 
and hoped for the best on 
match point — a forehand 
that sailed past Federer 
and landed in the corner. 
“I was just trying to stay re¬ 
laxed and just focusing on 


every shot and to breathe 
calm and don't get ner¬ 
vous. 

“I think I did pretty well. Very 
well. I'm very happy I could 
manage the emotions." 

The 33-year-old Federer 
walked over to Seppi's 
side of the net to shake his 
hand after the match, and 
applauded the crowd be¬ 
fore he leff fhe arena with 
his head lowered. It was 
only the second time in his 
last 43 Grand Slam tourna¬ 
ments that the Swiss star 
failed to at least reach the 
fourth round. 

Seppi will almost certainly 
get another match on Rod 
Laver Arena for his fourfh- 
round meeting with Austra¬ 
lian teenager Nick Kyrgios, 
who shrugged off concern 
over a nosebleed to beat 
Malek Jaziri of Tunisia 6-3, 
7-6 (6), 6-1. Kyrgios has form 
in the fourth round, beating 
then No. 1-ranked Nadal at 
that stage at Wimbledon 
last year. 

Nadal faces a fourth- 
rounder against No. 14 Kev¬ 
in Anderson, who beat No. 
24 Richard Gasquet 6-4, 7-6 
(3), 7-6 (6). 

Three-time Australian Open 
finalist Andy Murray beat 
Joao Sousa 6-1, 6-1, 7-5 to 


Associated Press 

set up a fourth-round clash 

with No. 10 Grigor Dimitrov, 
who had a tough third- 
rounder against 2006 Aus¬ 
tralian Open finalist Marcos 
Baghdatis before winning 
4-6, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 6-3. 
Seventh-seeded Tomas 
Berdych needed eight 
match points before beat¬ 
ing Viktor Troicki 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 
and will next play Bernard 
Tomic, who beat fellow 
Australian Sam Groth 6-4, 
7-6 (8), 6-3. 

On the women's side. No. 
2-ranked Maria Sharapova 
needed just 61 minutes for 
her 6-1, 6-1 win over No. 31 
Zarina Diyas and will nexf 
meet No. 21 Peng Shuai. 
Eugenie Bouchard strug¬ 
gled through a scrappy 
opening set before getting 
on top in a 7-5, 6-0 third- 
round win over Caroline 
Garcia that featured 10 
breaks of serve. 

“Yeah, I don’t think it was 
the prettiest tennis out 
there," said Bouchard, who 
reached the semifinals in 
her first trip to Melbourne 
Park last year and went on 
to make the semifinals or 
better at two of the other 
three majors in a break¬ 
through season. 



For Lunch time we do offer real authentic Aruban Food, 
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Some things to know as NFL investigates 

Patriots’ footballs 



In this photo taken Sunday, Jan. 18, 2015, New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady throws 
a pass during the first half of the AFC championship NFL football game against the Indianapolis 
Colts in Foxborough, Mass. 

Associated Press 


TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

The NFL is very precise 
about its game and equip¬ 
ment — including the num¬ 
ber of footballs prepared 
for games, how much 
each must weigh, and who 
monitors them until kickoff. 
One rule is very clear: Don’t 
tamper with a football 
once it has been inspected 
for use in a game. 

The NFL is investigating a 
report that the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots used underin¬ 
flated footballs in the AFC 
championship game while 
beating the Indianapo¬ 
lis Colts 45-7. ESPN cited 
anonymous sources Tues¬ 
day night in reporting the 
league found that 11 of 12 
balls were underinflated by 
2 pounds per square inch 
of air. 

Flere are some things to 
know about the issue: 
CHAIN OF CUSTODY: Foot¬ 
balls are delivered to the 
officials' dressing room 2 
hours, 15 minutes before 
kickoff. The referee inspects 
each one, with a pump 
provided by the home 
team to adjust air pressure 
as needed. Footballs are 
required to have at least 
12.5 psi and no more than 


13.5 psi. Releasing air can 
make the football easier to 
grip, especially when wet. 
Some quarterbacks prefer 
a softer ball to control the 
spin more, while others like 
more air. A drop in tem¬ 
perature — from the offi¬ 
cials’ dressing room to an 
outdoor field — also can 
cause a football to lose 
pressure. 

THE REF RULES: The referee 
is the sole judge of wheth¬ 
er a ball is fit for play and 
marks each one approved 
for the game. The rule says 
the footballs “shall remain 
under the supervision of the 
Referee until they are deliv¬ 
ered to the ball attendant 
just prior to the start of the 
game.” The referee for the 
game was Walt Anderson. 
A key question in the inves¬ 
tigation is whether the balls 
improperly passed inspec¬ 
tion or were either switched 
or tampered with after An¬ 
derson’s inspection. As the 
home team, the Patriots 
were responsible for having 
someone handle the foot¬ 
balls on each sideline. 

BALL CONTROL: Footballs 
are sent directly to teams. 
Equipment managers can 
brush them and even use 
a damp towel to rub off 


the oil used to preserve the 
leather to the preferences 
of each quarterback. The 
quarterbacks can even 
practice with the footballs 
during a game week as 
long as the footballs re¬ 
main in good enough con¬ 
dition to pass the referee's 
inspection as a new ball. 
Each team brings at least 
12 balls each, so Tom Brady 
threw footballs provided by 
the Patriots while Andrew 
Luck handled footballs 
brought by the Colts. 
POTENTIAL PUNISHMENT: If 
the NFL finds anyone with 
the Patriots underinflated 
the footballs. Commission¬ 
er Roger Goodell has wide 
latitude for punishment. This 
includes a fine that can be 
as low as $25,000 for any¬ 
one deemed responsible 
for tampering with a foot¬ 
ball, even if it’s the head 
coach. Goodell could strip 
the team of draft picks, 
suspend people for “un¬ 
fair acts," and reverse a 
game’s result or reschedule 
a game. 

PREVIOUS OFFENSE: 

Goodell fined New Eng¬ 
land coach Bill Belichick 
$500,000 and the Patriots 
$250,000 along with strip¬ 
ping the team of a first- 


round draft pick in 2007 for 
having an assistant spy on 
the New York Jets’ defen¬ 
sive signals by using a side¬ 
line camera. 

FURTHER REVIEW: Steelers 
president Art Rooney II said 
Wednesday he expects 
the competition commit¬ 
tee to study whether the 
rule should change, but he 


thinks everyone should use 
the same balls. “It would 
seem to be simpler to have 
one set of balls, which was 
the case for many years," 
Rooney said. “The officials 
brought the balls out and 
everybody used the same 
ball, and it seems like that 
would be an easy answer 
to this.’U 
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THE MOST SPECTACULAR THEATRICAL EVENT 

RETURNS TO THE BIG SCREEN OF CARIBBEAN CINEMAS 



The Met 
ropolitan 
Opera CEI 

LIVE 


WAGNER 


Die Meistersinger 
von Nurnberg’ 

JAN 24 1:00PM ENCORE 


Exclusively at CARIBBEAN CINEMAS, you can experience 
this grand presentation transmitted LIVE in more than 2 f 000 
Movie Theaters in 69 Countries around the world, directly 
from The Metropolitan Opera House in New York. 


LEHAR 

The Merry Widow 

ENCO 


ROSSINI 


JAN 28 6:00PM ENCORE 


OFFENBACH 


Les Contes cPHoffmann 

JAN 31 1:55PM 

FEB 11 6:00PM ENCORE 


TCH Al KOVS K Y / B ARTO K 

Iolanta / Bluebeard’s 
Castle 

FEB 14 1:30PM UMT 
FEB 25 6:00PM ENCORE 


La Donna del Laaro 

MAR 14 12:55PM tftfT ° 

MAR 25 6:00PM ENCORE 

MASCAG NI / LEO NCAVALLO 

Cavalleria Rusticana/ 
Pagliacci 

APR 25 12:30PM 
MAY 6 6:00PM ENCORE 


The Met 
ropolitan 
Opera CH 


AT CARIBBEAN CINEMAS MEGAPLEX 8, PALM BEACH PLAZA 


TICKETING INFORMATION 


586-0074 
AWG 50,00 Adults 
AWG 45,00 Seniors 


Monday to Friday - After 3:30 PM 
Saturday and Sunday - After 1:00 PM 


Per person, per function. 
Tax included. 




ENCORE PRESENTATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


The Met: Live in HD series is made possible by a generous grant from its founding sponsor 
The Neubauer Family Foundation • Global corporate sponsorship of The Met Live in HD is provided 
by Bloomberg • The HD Broadcasts are supported by ^ll brothers 
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Not just NFL: Ball-tampering an issue for other sports, too 


JOHN LEICESTER 
AP Sports Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Scuffed 
balls, scratched balls, balls 
switched mid-game. Sus¬ 
pected ball-doctoring isn’t 
only an issue for the NFL, 
which is investigating a re¬ 
port that the New England 
Patriots used underinflated 
footballs in the AFC cham¬ 
pionship game while beat¬ 
ing the Indianapolis Colts 
45-7. 

A look at dirty tricks in other 
ball sports: 

CRICKET: Ball-tampering is 
so common in cricket that 
some of the sport’s most fa¬ 
mous names have argued 
it should be legalized. 
Spitting sugary saliva on the 
ball, gouging at its leather 
covering with fingernails 



In this Sunday, Jan. 18,2015, photo New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady has a ball tossed 
to him during warmups before the NFL football AFC Championship game against the Indianapolis 
Colts in Foxborough, Mass. 

Associated Press 


“The organizers claim that 
all the balls are the same, 
but they’re not,” Wilkinson 
said. “It's not exactly sur¬ 
prising that I wouldn’t want 
a ball that flies miles from 
where it's supposed to." 
OTHER SPORTS: Badmin¬ 
ton’s code of conduct 
bars players from “deliber¬ 
ately tampering with the 
shuttle to affect its flight or 
speed.” 

In table tennis, players 
have tampered with their 
rackets to get more grip, 
spin and speed on the ball, 
applying banned racket¬ 
enhancing substances 
that go by various names 
— speed glue, booster or 
tuner. 

Baseball has outlawed 
“spitballs," coating the ball 



In this Dec. 27, 2014, file photo, umpire Richard Kettleborough 
of England, left, tosses the ball up as he and fellow umpire, Sri 
Lanka's Kumar Dharmasena, wait for a replacement ball during 
play on day two of the cricket test match between India and 
Australia in Melbourne, Australia. 

Associated Press 



In this Oct. 1,2011, file photo, England's Jonny Wilkinson takes a 
penalty shot at goal during their Rugby World Cup game against 
Scotland in Auckland, New Zealand. 

Associated Press 


or biting it, picking at its 
seams, scuffing it with dirt, 
bottle tops or sandpaper 
are some of the ploys used 
by teams over the years to 
alter the bounce of the ball 
and flight through the air to 
make it harder for batsmen 
to hit. 

In a 2010 interview with 
The Associated Press, for¬ 
mer Pakistan bowler Sarfraz 
Nawaz said some cricket¬ 
ers even “put glue on their 
trousers and shirt, and then 


it goes hard and scuffs 
the ball” when they rub 
it against their doctored 
clothes. 

In a more recent example. 
South Africa’s Faf du Ples- 
sis was fined half his match 
fee in 2013 after he was 
caught on television rub¬ 
bing the ball on the zip¬ 
per of his trouser pocket, 
against Pakistan. The um¬ 
pires changed the ball 
and, in an extremely rare 
punishment, awarded Pak¬ 


istan five penalty runs. 
TENNIS: During a change¬ 
over at the 2013 Madrid 
Open, Anabel Medina 
Garrigues was filmed furi¬ 
ously scuffing new balls by 
rubbing them hard one 
after the other against her 
racket strings, apparently 
to make them slower and 
take some sting out of the 
game of opponent Serena 
Williams. 

Williams still won 6-3, 0-6, 
7-5. Asked again this week 
about the incident, Wil¬ 
liams said she didn’t realize 
at the time what the Span¬ 
iard was doing. 

“At the end of the day, 
whether the ball was fluffy 
or slow or fast, (the result) I 
think really depended on 
what I was able to do and 
how I was able to play,” 
she said. 

In a statement, the WTA 
said: “Had the umpire wit¬ 
nessed the scuffing of the 
balls, the umpire would 
have instructed the player 
to stop.” 

“If the player did not stop, 
it could have led to a code 
violation,” the WTA added. 
RUGBY: At the 2011 World 
Cup, England suspended 
two coaches for illegally 
switching balls during a 
67-3 victory against Roma¬ 
nia. 

England’s kicker, Jonny 
Wilkinson, was unhappy 
with what he felt were 
substandard match balls. 
England got into such 


a fret about his kicking 
problems that two sup¬ 
port coaches swapped 
balls for two of Wilkinson’s 
place kicks after tries were 
scored. The coaches were 
subsequently banned for 
one match each. Unless it 
is damaged, the ball used 
to score a try must also be 
used for the subsequent 
kick for two extra points. 

In his autobiography, 
Wilkinson claimed the 
match balls veered right. 


with saliva or other sub¬ 
stances to alter its flight, 
since 1920. 

In Premier League soc¬ 
cer, supplier Nike provides 
each team with 120 match 
balls for each season. One 
ball is used per game and 
match officials check be¬ 
fore kick-off that it is cor¬ 
rectly inflated. Players can 
ask the referee to look at 
the ball and have it re¬ 
placed if they believe it is 
incorrectly inflatedO 
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U.S. panel: Planes should have technology so they can be found 


cial data, including air- Many airliners already station via satellite, 
speed, altitude, pitch have flight-tracking But the airline wasn't 
and whether the en- devices. The Malay- paying for that service 
gines were operating, sia Airlines Boeing 777, when the plane disap- 



In this March 28, 2014 file photo, reporters are seated at a table with a sample flight recorder at 
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Vehicle Recorder Laboratory in Washington. 

Associated Press 


JOAN LOWY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Responding to recent 
incidents in which air¬ 
liners vanished, U.S. 
accident investigators 
recommended Thurs¬ 
day that all passenger 
planes making long 
flights over water carry 
improved technology 
that will allow them to 
be found more readily 
in the event of a crash. 
Prompted in part by 
the disappearance of 
Malaysia Airlines flight 
370 and its 239 pas¬ 
sengers and crew last 
March, the National 
Transportation Safety 
Board said one way 
that could be accom¬ 
plished is with tamper- 
resistant transmitters 
that send a plane’s lo¬ 
cation minute by min¬ 
ute via satellite. 

It also asked that the 
government require 
that planes carry low- 
frequency underwater 
beacons whose signals 
are more easily de¬ 
tected by search ves¬ 
sels. And it wants them 
to have longer-lasting 
batteries that can func¬ 
tion for at least 90 days 
after a crash, instead 
of the 30 days currently 
required. 

The board also asked 
the government to re¬ 
quire that planes be 
equipped with cockpit 
video recorders, and 
that all of the planes’ 
recorders — includ¬ 
ing the flight data and 
voice recorders known 
as “black boxes” — be 
designed so they can¬ 
not be disabled by the 
flight crew. 

But even with such 
technologies, black 
boxes trapped under 
thousands of feet of 
water can be difficult 
to find and retrieve. 
The board suggested 
that black boxes could 
be made ejectable, so 
they would float on the 
surface with a locator 
beacon. 

Another possibil¬ 

ity would be to require 
that planes, just before 
crashing, transmit cru- 


Joe Kolly, NTSB’s direc¬ 
tor of research and en¬ 
gineering, said it is pos¬ 
sible to automatically 
send such information 
if something potential¬ 
ly catastrophic goes 
wrong with the plane. 
While the board said 
the technology is avail¬ 
able, cost may be a 
barrier to its recom¬ 
mendations. Missing 
planes are rare, and 
none of the recent 
ocean crashes in which 
planes were hard to 
find involved U.S. airlin¬ 
ers. The Federal Avia¬ 
tion Administration of¬ 
ten has a hard time jus¬ 
tifying new regulations 
unless it can show that 
the value of saved lives 
outweighs the cost to 
the industry. 

The board’s recom¬ 
mendations also far ex¬ 
ceed industry-backed 
recommendations that 
are expected to be de¬ 
bated next month at a 
meeting of the Inter¬ 
national Civil Aviation 
Organization, a United 
Nations agency, in 
Montreal. 


which remains missing, 
was equipped with a 
digital data-link system 
that can be configured 
to automatically report 
aircraft position peri¬ 
odically to a ground 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) —Two months afterthe 
ride-hailing app Uber was 
introduced in Denmark, the 
country's transport minister 
has said the service likely 
will be banned because it 
violates Danish law. 

Magnus Heunicke says the 
concept of car drivers act¬ 
ing like taxi chauffeurs and 
communicating with po¬ 
tential customers via a mo¬ 
bile application was “con¬ 
trary ... to what we can be 
allowed in Denmark.” 
Heunicke said Thursday 
he was not opposed to 
the ides of the service but 
that Denmark has “clear 
requirements” for ensuring 
consumer safety and the 
training of employees. 


peared. Still, the equip¬ 
ment was emitting a 
signal that should have 
allowed authorities to 
track the plane’s flight 
path until it suddenly 
stopped, raising suspi- 


A formal ban is subject to 
the outcome of a police 
investigation, instigated by 
the Danish Transport Au¬ 
thority which reported it to 


cion that it was deliber¬ 
ately tampered with. 
Air France Flight 447, 
which crashed into 
the Atlantic Ocean on 
June 1,2009, killing 228 
passengers and crew, 
also had such a system, 
and it was in use. How- 
ever, it was configured 
to report the plane’s 
position once every 
10 minutes. Given the 
plane’s speed and al¬ 
titude, this resulted in a 
search area of 40 nau¬ 
tical miles from its last 
reported position. 

“Such a large area 
made the search much 
more challenging,” 
the board said in a let¬ 
ter to the FAA. If the 
plane had reported its 
position every minute, 
the search area could 
have been reduced to 
a 6-nautical-mile radi¬ 
us, which is the board's 
aim. Even though some 
Flight 447 wreckage 
was discovered with¬ 
in days, it took nearly 
two years before Flight 
447's black boxes were 
recovered. In 2011, 
Air France modified its 
data-link communica¬ 
tions systems on certain 
long-haul planes to re¬ 
port their position every 
minute. □ 


the police after the service 
opened in November. 

Uber has been banned in 
several countries and cities 
in Europe.Q 


Denmark likely to ban 
ridesharing service Uber 



A London taxi driver uses a bus lane on a bridge over the river 
Thames in central London, Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2015. 

Associated Press 
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Anheuser-Busch buying Elysian Brewing 


SARAH SELL 
AP Business Writer 

Anheuser-Busch is buying 
Seattle's Elysian Brewing 
Co., expanding further its 
collection of craft brewers. 
The financial terms of the 
deal were not disclosed Fri¬ 
day. 

Anheuser-Busch is the U.S. 
arm of Anheuser-Busch In¬ 
Bev SA, a Belgian compa¬ 
ny that is the world's largest 
brewer. 

The company, which 
makes Budweiser and Bud 
Lite, has been combatting 
soft sales by buying up in¬ 
creasingly popular craft 
brewers. 

While nationwide beer 


sales declined 1.9 percent 
in 2013, craft beer sales 
rose 17.2 percent, accord¬ 
ing to the Brewers Associa¬ 
tion, which represents craft 
brewers. 

Anheuser-Busch an¬ 

nounced in November 
that it was buying 10 Barrel 
Brewing of Oregon, raising 
the ire of many of its fans. 
That follows the purchase 
of Blue Point Brewing Co. 
on Long Island, New York, 
earlier in the year. 

It bought Goose Island Beer 
Co. in Chicago in 2011. In¬ 
Bev also has a one-third 
share in a Northwest group 
that produces Red Hook, 
Widmerand Kona beers. 


Anheuser-Busch and Ely¬ 
sian say the deal will bring 
the brewer’s popular beers 
— most notably Immortal 
IPA — to a larger audience. 
The deal includes Elysian’s 
brewery business and its 
four Seattle brewpubs. It is 
expected to close by the 
end of the first quarter. 
“Throughout our journey 
we’ve been focused on 
brewing a portfolio of both 
classic and groundbreak¬ 
ing beers and supporting in¬ 
novation and camaraderie 
in the beer industry,” Dick 
Cantwell, Elysian co-found¬ 
er and head brewer said. 
“By joining with Anheuser- 
Busch we’ll be able to take 


the next steps to bring that 
energy and commitment 
to a larger audience." 
Elysian was founded in 1995 
by Cantwell with partners 
Joe Bisacca and David 
Buhler, who will stay on at 
Elysian following the acqui¬ 
sition. 

The company is now the 
fastest-growing brewery in 
Washington state. It sold 
more than 50,000 barrels 
of beer in 2014, with Im¬ 
mortal IPA accounting for 
more than a quarter of the 
company's total volume. 
Its beer is distributed in 11 
states in the U.S. as well as 
Canada, Taiwan, Australia 
and JapanO 


Stocks close down, snapping 4-day winning streak 



Euronav CEO Paddy Rodgers rings a ceremonial bell on the floor of the New York Stock Ex¬ 
change as his company’s stock begins trading, Friday, Jan. 23, 2015. Based in Belgium, Euronav 
is a tanker company engaged in the ocean transportation and storage of crude oil. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A batch 
of mixed earnings reports 
Friday helped push the 
stock market to its first day 
of losses this week. 

Shares of tissue and 
diaper maker Kimberly- 
Clark dropped after the 
company's earnings fell 
short of expectations and 
it gave a disappointing 
outlook. Package-delivery 
service UPS plunged after 
it cut its earnings forecast. 
Strong growth in 
company earnings have 
underpinned a bull run in 
stocks that has stretched 
for nearly six years. Earnings 
are still expected to keep 
rising, but the pace of 
growth is slowing, and 
investors are looking for 
signs that sales are up. 

“Our view is that the 
market is poised to have 
a reset to reflect what we 
think is a lower growth 
environment,” said James 
Abate, chief investment 
officer of Centre Funds, 
an asset management 
company. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index fell 11.33 points, or 
0.6 percent, to 2,051.82. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average slipped 141.38 
points, or 0.8 percent, to 
17,672.60. The Nasdaq 
composite bucked the 
trend, gaining 7.48 points, 
or 0.2 percent, to 4,757.88. 
Despite the fall, stocks 
ended with their first weekly 


gain of the year. 

Global stocks rose sharply 
on Thursday after the 
European Central Bank 
announced that it would 
buy 60 billion euros ($67 
billion) of government and 
corporate bonds each 
month at least through 
September 2016. The 1.1 
trillion euro program signals 
the willingness of the ECB to 
boost the economies in the 
19-nation euro currency 
alliance.The ECB's stimulus 
“was a big positive not just 
for Europe, but also the 
U.S.,” said Jerry Braakman, 
chief investment officer 
of First American Trust, in 
Santa Ana, California. 


Stocks have wavered since 
the start of the year on 
signs that growth outside 
of the U.S. was slowing. 
Many investors worried that 
a pronounced slowdown 
would eventually curb the 
U.S. economic recovery. 
“Anything that can stem 
the contagion and stop the 
malaise from spilling over... 
that allows our bull market 
to continue,” Braakman 
said. 

For the week, the S&P 500 
edged up 1.6 percent while 
he Dow rose 0.9 percent. 
But on Friday, earnings from 
some big-name companies 
weighed down the market. 
Kimberly-Clark reported a 


fourth-quarter loss of $83 
million. The company also 
forecast weaker sales in 
2015. The stock dropped 
$7.33, or 6.2 percent, to 
$111.65. 

UPS said it was hurt by the 
huge cost of guaranteeing 
punctual deliveries over 
the holidays. That forced 
the shipping company to 
cut its outlook for the year. 
UPS hired more workers 
and boosted capacity 
at its facilities during 
the busy holiday season 
to avoid a repeat of 2013, 
when shippers struggled 
with a deluge of orders. Its 
stock slumped $11.32, or 10 
percent, to $ 102.93.Q 



GE earnings rise 
despite lower oil 
price headwinds 


JONATHAN FAHEY 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — General 
Electric Co. posted higher 
revenue and net income 
for the fourth quarter, but 
was held back from even 
better results by a sputter¬ 
ing performance from its 
expanding oil and gas divi¬ 
sion. The company calmed 
investors by maintaining 
its guidance for its 2015 
profit, despite the low oil 
prices that are hurting its oil 
and gas operations and a 
stronger dollar that is hurt¬ 
ing exports. 

“Everybody’s been 

freaked out, everyone ex¬ 
pected a big crumble on 
the guidance, but it didn’t 
happen,” said Nicholas 
Heyman, an analyst at Wil¬ 
liam Blair. 

On Friday GE reported net 
income of $5.15 billion, 
up from $3.21 billion in the 
same quarter last year. 
Adjusting to remove the 
effect of one-time items, 
the company reported a 
4 percent earnings gain, to 
$5.64 billion. 

The company earned 51 
cents per share, up from 32 
cents a year ago. On an 
adjusted basis, the com¬ 
pany earned 56 cents a 
share, a penny more than 
analysts surveyed by Zacks 
Investment Research ex¬ 
pected, in average. 
Revenue rose 4 percent to 
$42 billion in the period but 
fell short of the $42.4 billion 
expected by analysts, ac¬ 
cording to Zacks. 

GE reported progress in 
trimming expenses and in¬ 
creasing profit margins as 
it works to reshape itself 
into a more focused indus¬ 
trial conglomerate. GE has 
been shrinking its banking 
division and shedding oth¬ 
er operations, while acquir¬ 
ing other industrial compa¬ 
nies.It has not helped the 
performance of its share 
price, however. Analysts 
say that's partly because 
GE is having trouble show¬ 
ing growth while it reduces 
its enormous banking divi¬ 
sion, and because inves¬ 
tors have been worried 
about economic condi¬ 
tions around the world. □ 
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Ford to take $800M 4Q charge due to Venezuela woes 


TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — Ford says 
it will take an $800 million 
charge in the fourth quar¬ 
ter because of exchange 
rate problems between the 
Venezuelan bolivar and 
the U.S. dollar. 

The company says the 
charge will cut fourth-quar¬ 
ter net income by $700 mil¬ 
lion, after deferred tax ben¬ 


efits. But the automaker still 
expects a full-year pretax 
profit of $6 billion when it 
reports 2014 earnings Thurs¬ 
day. 

In September, Ford cut its 
full-year pretax profit fore¬ 
cast to $6 billion. That's 
down from $8.6 billion in 
2013. 

Ford says in a regulatory fil¬ 
ing that the company can 
no longer exchange boli¬ 


vars to dollars due to Vene¬ 
zuelan currency exchange 
controls. The company says 
the controls have limited 
auto parts availability and 
have cut into normal pro¬ 
duction. But Ford says it will 
continue operations there 
for the foreseeable future. 
The Dearborn, Michigan, 
automaker has had opera¬ 
tions in Venezuela for 53 
years. 


The company's filing says 
its financial results in the fu¬ 
ture won't include its Ven¬ 
ezuelan operations. Ford 
plans to record cash and 
recognize income from the 
country when it is paid for 
parts. Ford says it will work 
with Venezuelan govern¬ 
ment agencies “to ensure 
they understand our Ven¬ 
ezuelan operations’ busi¬ 
ness needs and potential 


production opportunities.” 
In a note to investors, Citi 
analyst Itay Michaeli ques¬ 
tioned whether General 
Motors would make a simi¬ 
lar move. A GM spokesman 
would not comment on the 
matter. Ford’s move to a 
cost method of account¬ 
ing in Venezuela eliminates 
currency volatility that hurt 
Ford's results last year, Mi¬ 
chaeli wrote. □ 


Box’s stock soars more than 70 percent in Wall Street debut 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Box's shares soared more 
than 70 percent in their 
stock market debut Friday 
despite the online storage 
provider's decade-long 
history of losses, a showing 
that may encourage more 
unprofitable technology 
startups to go public this 
year. 

The start on the New York 
Stock Exchange came af¬ 
ter Box Inc. sold 12.5 million 
shares for $14 apiece in a 
delayed IPO that raised 
$175 million. That repre¬ 
sented about a 10 percent 
stake in the company. 
Box's stock gained $9.99 to 
$23.99 in afternoon trad¬ 
ing to give the company a 
market value of $2.9 billion. 
Although Box focuses on 
selling online storage ser¬ 
vices companies and gov¬ 
ernment agencies, the 
company also offers free, 
bare-bones accounts to 
consumers. All told, 32 mil¬ 
lion people have Box ac¬ 
counts. 

The wide usage of Box’s 


service probably helped 
drum up more interest in 
the company’s initial pub¬ 
lic offering, according to 
Sam Hamadeh, who runs 


PrivCo, a firm that tracks 
startups. 

“I think this is going to be 
a short-term pop” in Box's 


stock price, Hamadeh 
said. “What you are seeing 
is a lot of buying by doc¬ 
tors, lawyers and dentists 
who just know Box's name 


and didn’t pay any atten¬ 
tion to the financials. And 
the financials are horren¬ 
dous.” 


Since college dropouf 
Aaron Levie founded Box 
with his friend Dylan Smith 
in 2005, Box has accumu¬ 
lated $483 million in unin¬ 


terrupted losses, accord¬ 
ing to its IPO filing. The Los 
Altos, California, company 
also warned investors that 


it won’t be making money 
anytime soon. 

Concerns about Box's 
shaky finances contributed 
to the company's decision 
to postpone its IPO last July. 
Investors now seem more 
intrigued with Box’s pio¬ 
neering role in online stor¬ 
age — part of a phenome¬ 
non known as cloud com¬ 
puting. The demand to 
store documents, photos 
and other digital content in 
remote data centers so the 
material can be accessed 
on an Internet-connected 
device has been steadily 
rising as more people rely 
on smartphones and tab¬ 
lets for fheir computing 
needs. “The leaders in this 
new environment are be¬ 
ing created right now, and 
there are a lot of investors 
that recognize that,” Levie, 
30, said in a Friday inter¬ 
view. Box is facing intense 
competition from much- 
larger companies, includ¬ 
ing Google Inc., Microsoft 
Corp., and Amazon.com 
Inc., as well as a better- 
known online storage ser¬ 
vice, DropboxO 



Box, Inc. Chairman, CEO & co-founder Aaron Levie, second from right, gets a high-five during 
opening bell ceremonies to mark the company’s IPO at the New York Stock Exchange Friday, 
Jan. 23, 2015. Box Inc. shares soared more than 70 percent in their stock market debut, after the 
online storage provider raised $175 million in its initial public offering. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


UPS takes a hit during the holidays, cuts outlook 


NEW YORK (AP) — UPS 

spent heavily to avoid last 
year’s debacle over the 
holidays, when an unex¬ 
pected crush of last-min¬ 
ute shipping and terrible 
weather led millions of late 
deliveries. 

It succeeded in making 
customers happy, but it 
cost the company. 

UPS cut its outlook for fhe 
year Friday and warned 
that fourth-quarter earn¬ 
ings would come in well 
below Wall Street expecta¬ 


tions. 

Shares tumbled 10 percent 
and UPS pulled down rival 
FedEx as well, which quick¬ 
ly sent out a news release 
sticking by its full-year out¬ 
look. Its shares slide 2 per¬ 
cent. 

“UPS invested heavily to 
ensure we would provide 
excellent service during 
peak when deliveries more 
than double,” said CEO 
David Abney. “Though 
customers enjoyed high 
quality service, it came at 
a cost to UPS." 


In addition to the thou¬ 
sands of temporary hires 
for the holiday season, UPS 
spent millions to improve 
volume forecasting, net¬ 
work visibility, package 
status tracking and on im¬ 
proving its communica¬ 
tions with customers. 

The company forecast an 
11 percent increase com¬ 
pared with the huge rush 
the previous year, but it 
appeared to be ready. 

Yet the cost to UPS shows 
how difficult logistics have 
become as shopping hab¬ 


its of Americans change. 
The company added ca¬ 
pacity to prepare for the 
“extreme spike” in volume 
on Cyber Monday and on 
Dec. 22, which is a peak 
delivery day before Christ¬ 
mas. However, the com¬ 
pany said Friday that de¬ 
mand fell more significant¬ 
ly than expected on other 
days, meaning that as UPS 
hit the gas, its tires began 
to spin. 

An ongoing labor dispute 
between longshoremen 
and shipping lines on the 


West Coast has also led 
to additional difficulties in 
shipping for both UPS and 
FedEx. 

UPS said Friday that it will 
cut costs and change its 
pricing strategy during the 
peak shipping season. 

It now expects 2014 earn¬ 
ings of $4.75 per share, 
down from its previous 
forecast of between $4.90 
per share and $5 per share. 
Industry analysts had been 
looking for earnings of 
$4.96 per share, according 
fo FactSetO 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 1 /24 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Milk producers 
5 As _ a hornet 
10 Con game 

14 Above 

15 Excuse 

16 Rubber tube 

17 Spike & Bruce 

18 Del Mar and 
Pimlico 

20 Conclusion 

21 _ back; return 

22 Pile up 

23 Small vibrating 
music maker 

25 Rush 

26 Taipei’s land 
28 Male goose 

31 Refueling ship 

32 Street 
uprisings 

34 Brewer’s tub 

36 Misfortunes 

37 Melodies 

38 Nickname for 
Elizabeth 

39 Peg for Palmer 

40 Malt shop 
orders 

41 “Ave 

42 Bleak; dismal 

44 Grand _ 
National Park 

45 Feel remorseful 
about 

46 Most terrible 

47 Frequently 

50 _ up; absorb 

51 Actor Linden 
54 Potentially 

dangerous 

57 Make smooth 

58 Due follower 

59 Grown-up 

60 Individuals 

61 Party bowlful 

62 Shapes; forms 

63 _ Benedict; 
fancy breakfast 

DOWN 

1 Nat King _ 

2 Baker’s need 

3 Roundup, e.g. 

4 Dads of Jrs. 

5 Dark red 

6 Remembered 
Texas mission 
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7 Yahtzee cubes 

8 Lincoln, to 
friends 

9 Take a chair 

10 Humiliated 

11 Comic actress 
lmogene_ 

12 Invites 

13 Clutter 

19 _ cats and 
dogs; pours 

21 Title for former 
Russian rulers 

24 Fills with 
sublime wonder 

25 Sombreros 

26 “Nothing _!”; 
“Piece of cake!’’ 

27 Had a bug 

28 _ away; 
leaves 

29 “The works” 

30 Numerical 
comparison 

32 Mr. Valentino 

33 _ nutshell; 
very briefly 

35 Other 
besides 


37 Ripped 

38 Forbids 

40 Steam bath 

41 Gospel writer 

43 Builds 

44 Seashores 

46 “Who _ have 
thunk it?” 

47 Unlocked 


48 German senora 

49 Examination 

50 Aretha’s music 

52 Costs an arm 
and_ 

53 Not as much 

55 Male sheep 

56 Wedding words 

57 Enemy 











































































































































































































































































































































SEE 

I 



CLASSIFIED!* 27 


SATURDAY 24 JANUARY 2015 



I 





ifi 



d 



Re/sales 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio wk 01 13th floor overlook 
the palm beach 

36 weeks remain on the contract 
$7500 1 br 11/2 bath wk 02 6th 
floor overlook palm beach 
31 weeks remain on the contract 
$9500 

more info call;005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


Re/sales 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR 1 Bath wk 3 9th Floor 
overlook Palm Beach 
28 weeks remain on the contract 
$8500 
Divi Village 

studiowk 3 room #3212 

13 weeks remain on the contract 

$5000 

more info call:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


Re/sales 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 Br wk 2 3th floorFase II P/O 
View $9500 

1 Br wk 3 3th floorFase II P/O 
View $9500 

2 Br wk 2 3th floorFase II P/O 
View $12,500 

more info cal1:005999-518-518- 
2984 

info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


Re/sales 

Occidental Grand 

jr, suite wk 2-17 optional all 
inclusive $9000 

1 Br Ocean Front wk 2-17 
mandatory all inclusive $8000 
3 Br Ocean Front wk 2-17 
optional all inclusive $45000 
more info call :005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211680 

Time- Share Resales 

Do you want to sell your Time- 
share week in Aruba? 
just let us do it. 

30 years experience in the 
business 

more info call :055999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211680 

CASA DEL MAR Presidential 

2 bdrm suite with full kitchen 
week 1 #1315 
$15000.00 firm 

contact: cpinto7823@aol.com 
or call stateside 203-470-1027 
ask for Carol. 

211686 



T#DAY 


B#I\PIA 


How to r.ea,ch us! 



FLEA MARKET 

Dia Betico 

T-a nki Lwiidflrt roact 4 P 
Rococo Plaza ph 7415G40 

SUNDAY 
25 Jan . 9 am 


Antique ShapaOpen 

Daily 3-1 34 Sab. 9-1 
FieamarKtl-Sunday 3-1 
Wholesaler BubblePlastic 




Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

PLATINUM Season 

Oceanview $ 16k 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $49k 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9k 
Oceanfront $ 14.500k 
3 BEDRM OV$ 17k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29k 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $6.5 and 
$7.5 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-286-62931x1111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

1+2 

517 

$19,000 

'"T 

s_ 

O 

CO 

120 

$7,000 

10 

137 

$9,000 

14 

348 

$11,500 

8 

561 

$9,000 

13 

501 

$9,000 

14 

540 

$5,000 

14 

349 

$11,000 

10 

521 

$8,500 

9 

135 

$9,000 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

211215 

Swimming Club “Yellow Tail” 

Certified Teacher Teaches 
your baby or child how to 
swim we are going to start a 
new course in February. For 
all levels (infant, toddler, 
beginner, intermediate and 
advance. We prepare your 
child to get diploma's 
from A to F.l 
More information call: 
594-9069/ 569-0125 

211681 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner 

Aruba Beach Club week 22 
May 5, superior Rm 151 $2500 
Casa del MarAmb. one 
bedroom unit week 29 unit 
1326 July 18 $2500 and 
Paradise Beach Villas week 32 
Rm 310,1 br Aug. 8 $2100 all 
+M Fees 

e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com or 
phone US 508-651-0016 


CASA DEL MAR WEEKS 7&8 
#1403 $49,000 

Great location (overlooks 
ocean) great space (sleeps6) 
same unit both weeks (no 
moving and very last 2 weeks 
of Feb desirable time) 

Mrs Brenner 
jazb1@aol.com 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Caribbean Palm Village 

1 week choose any week - 
floating wk 1 52 only $4999 
Call Joanie, USA (203)281- 
6640, leave message 
Aruba until Sat. 1/24/15 
526-2700 Rm A303 
E-mail: joaneh@sbcglobal.net 

211679 


ST^P 
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DOCTOR 




ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 

JaS 24. Dr. Gonzalez-Diaz 
Jan. 25 Dr. Alvarez 

EMERGENCIA 

911 




POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT. 

FIRE DEPT. 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 


100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARAAACY 

Oranjestad: Dakota Tel: 588-7364 
San Nicolas: San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 



CRUISESHIP 

Januari 24 

Freewinds 
Januari 25 

Seaboum Legend 

Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Te_h 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-44_33 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Aruba no 
_Teh_5_83-38_08 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Blood bank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICE 


Itcaiiiilul Latin 

PlgH-gp & Dollvnr/ 

Serving Men - Couple ■ Women - All Genders 


BarfM}4&r Party -Specialized. 
H» bail an Car Dbear. 


NASA spacecraft almost to Pluto: Smile for the camera! 



This combination of images made by NASA's Hubble Space Telescope in 2002 and 2003 shows 
Pluto at different angles. Associated Press 


MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(AP) — NASA’s New Hori¬ 
zons spacecraft has trav¬ 
eled 3 billion miles (5 billion 
kilometers) and is nearing 
the end of its nine-year 
journey to Pluto. Sunday, it 
begins photographing the 
mysterious, unexplored, 
icy world once deemed a 
planet. 

The first pictures will reveal 
little more than bright dots 
— New Horizons is still more 
than 100 million miles (160 
million kilometers) from 
Pluto. But the images, tak¬ 
en against star fields, will 
help scientists gauge the 
remaining distance and 
keep the baby grand pia¬ 
no-sized robot on track for 
a July flyby. 

It is humanity’s first trip to 
Pluto, and scientists are 
eager to start exploring. 
"New Horizons has been a 
mission of delayed gratifi¬ 
cation in many respects, 
and it’s finally happening 
now,” said project scientist 
Hal Weaver of Johns Hop¬ 
kins University’s Applied 
Physics Laboratory. 

“It’s going to be a sprint 
for the next seven months, 
basically, to the finish line,” 
he said Friday. "We can’t 
wait to turn Pluto into a 
real world, instead of just a 
little pixelated blob.” 


Launched from Cape Ca¬ 
naveral in January 2006 on 
a $700 million mission. New 
Horizons awoke from its last 
hibernation period early 
last month. Flight control¬ 
lers have spent the past 
several weeks getting the 
spacecraft ready for the fi¬ 
nal but most important leg 
of its journey. 

“We have been working on 
this project, some people, 
for over a quarter of their 
careers, to make this mis¬ 


sion happen,” said project 
manager Glen Fountain of 
the Applied Physics Lab, 
“and now we’re about to 
hit the mother lode.” 

The spacecraft’s long- 
range reconnaissance 
imager will take hundreds 
of pictures of Pluto over 
the coming months. It 
snapped pictures last sum¬ 
mer, before going into hi¬ 
bernation, but these new 
ones should be consider¬ 
ably brighter. It will be a 


few days before the new 
images are beamed back 
to Earth; scientists expect 
to release them publicly in 
early February. 

By May, New Horizons’ 
photos should equal and 
then surpass the ones tak¬ 
en by the Hubble Space 
Telescope, with pictures of 
the plutoid and its moons 
improving with each pass¬ 
ing day. 

The real payoff will come 
when New Horizons flies by 


Pluto on July 14 at a dis¬ 
tance of 7,700 miles (12,400 
kilometers) and speed of 
nearly 31,000 mph. (50,000 
kph) It will whip past Char¬ 
on, Pluto’s largest moon, 
from 18,000 miles (29,000 
kilometers) out. 

Scientists have no idea, re¬ 
ally, what Pluto looks like 
way out in the Kuiper Belt 
beyond Neptune’s orbit, 
home to little icy objects 
galore. 

Pluto is the biggest object 
in the Kuiper Belt. Together 
with mega-moon, Charon, 
roughly half Pluto’s size, 
the two orbs could fit in¬ 
side the United States with 
room to spare. Five moons 
have been found so far 
around Pluto. More could 
be lurking out there, await¬ 
ing discovery by New Ho¬ 
rizons. 

The Applied Physics Lab 
designed and built New 
Horizons, and is now man¬ 
aging the mission for NASA. 
Pluto was still officially a 
planet. No. 9 in the solar 
system lineup, when New 
Horizons departed Earth. It 
was the only planet in our 
solar system yet to be ex¬ 
plored. But seven months 
later, the International As¬ 
tronomical Union stripped 
Pluto of its planethood, 
classifying it instead as a 
dwarf planet. Later came 
the term, plutoid.Q 


Developer has plans to preserve Westinghouse atom smasher 


FOREST HILLS, Pennsylvania 
(AP) — A developer has 
knocked over the Westing- 
house atom smasher east 
of Pittsburgh but plans to 
preserve the structure no 
matter what happens to 
the property it was on. 

The brick building at the 
base of the five-story, light- 
bulb-shaped atom smash¬ 
er was in too much disre¬ 
pair to save, said property 
owner Gary Silversmith of 
Washington, D.C. 

“But we are going to es¬ 


tablish a new concrete 
base for it, and keep it at 
the site, and have the bulb 
repainted, including the 
‘W’ for Westinghouse,” Sil¬ 
versmith said. “I think this is 
an iconic piece of history.” 
Westinghouse Electric Cor¬ 
poration completed the 
atom smasher in 1937 as 
the nation's first industrial 
nuclear generator. Silver¬ 
smith’s investment com¬ 
pany bought the property 
from Westinghouse parent, 
CBS Corp., in 2013. 


The atom smasher was so 
far ahead of its time that 
when Westinghouse de¬ 
cided to build it in 1936, it 
would be another three 
years before the discovery 
of nuclear fission revealed 
the possibilities of nuclear 
power. 

Westinghouse physicists 
created nuclear reactions 
by bombarding target at¬ 
oms with high-energy par¬ 
ticles. They accelerated 
those particles down a 
vacuum tube from the top 


of the structure to a pres¬ 
sure vessel 47 feet (14 me¬ 
ters) below. 

Research done at the For¬ 
est Hills site led to the dis¬ 
covery of the photo-fission 
of uranium, part of the pro¬ 
cess involved in the gen¬ 
eration of nuclear power, 
according to the Institute 
of Electrical and Electron¬ 
ics Engineers. The atom 
smasher was deactivated 
in 1958. 

Silversmith may develop 
residences or rental stor¬ 


age units on the property, 
but said he'll keep the 
atom smasher intact be¬ 
cause of its historical signifi¬ 
cance. 

Silversmith — and before 
him, CBS parent Viacom 
— has tried to donate the 
structure to the Smithson¬ 
ian Institution, as well as 
the Senator John Heinz 
Pittsburgh Regional History 
Center and the Carnegie 
Science, both in Pittsburgh, 
but were refused because 
of the unit's sizeO 
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Obama seeks broader audience through YouTube personalities 



President Barack Obama speaks during a visit to the University of Kansas Thursday, Jan. 22, 2015, 
in Lawrence, Kansas. Associated Press 


JIM KUHNHENN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

President Barack Obama 
picked three of the most 
popular YouTube content 
creators for an interview 
Thursday, hoping to reach 
an audience typically not 
tuned to the daily give and 
take of Washington and its 
politics. 

After all, these were You¬ 
Tube personalities with hits 
such as “The five worst 
places to vomit,” and 
“My push-up bra will help 
me get my man.” But the 
weirdness, the limit-push¬ 
ing, the cuteness that has 
contributed to the ques¬ 
tioners’ success in social 
media was not much in ev¬ 
idence. Instead, Obama 
encountered fairly mun¬ 
dane questions about cur¬ 
rent affairs — from North 
Korea to terrorism, to mari¬ 
juana laws to police and 
race relations. 

If there were viral moments, 
they came during his ses¬ 
sion with GloZell Green, a 


popular YouTube fixture 
known for her extreme 
acts like eating a ladle full 
of cinnamon. 


She offered the president 
three samples of her trade¬ 
mark green lipstick as gifts 
for his daughters — and 


for the woman she called 
Obama’s “first wife.” 

“You know something I 
don’t?” Obama cracked 


before Green corrected 
herself and referred to 
Michelle Obama as “first 
lady." 

Bethany Mota, who has 
found success pitching 
advice to young people, 
asked Obama what super 
power he would fancy. 
Obama allowed as to how 
flying would be “pretty 
cool.” But then he amend¬ 
ed, declaring that speak¬ 
ing any language would 
be his ideal power. “I don't 
think it would make a re¬ 
ally good movie," he con¬ 
ceded. 

White House spokesman 
Josh Earnest said the ap¬ 
proach aimed to put 
Obama in touch with “par¬ 
ticularly popular YouTube 
creators.” 

Green, Mota and the third 
questioner. Hank Green, 
routinely draw hundreds 
of thousands of viewers fo 
fheir YouTube videos. 

Af ifs peak, though, the 
Obama session drew 
slightly more than 80,000 
viewers. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwooda ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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George Lucas hopes ‘Strange Magic’ will appeal to all ages 



Alan Cumming, from left, Evan Rachel Wood and George Lucas attend a special screening of 
“Strange Magic” hosted by The Cinema Society and Lucasfilm on Saturday, Jan. 17, 2015, in 
New York. Associated Press 


LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

George Lucas has been 
toying around with “Strange 
Magic” for almost 15 years. 
The animated musical fan¬ 
tasy about a fairy kingdom 
and true love, in theaters 
Friday, began as a pet proj¬ 
ect while he was working on 
the “Star Wars” prequels. 
Lucas started thinking about 
audiences and figured that 
if he'd created “Star Wars” 
as a “mythological adven¬ 
ture for 12-year-old boys," 
maybe he could do one for 
12-year-old girls. 

Before female fans of 
“Star Wars” take up arms, 
though, Lucas knows “Star 
Wars” isn't exclusively for 
boys, or even just kids. He 
hopes "Strange Magic” will 
appeal to all ages and gen¬ 
ders. 

The story’s heroine, Mari¬ 
anne (voiced by Evan Ra¬ 
chel Wood), is a feisty war¬ 
rior princess who is not dis¬ 
similar to Leia. 

“The problem is the mind 
of George Lucas is not that 
big,” said Lucas. “I have a 
tendency to write the same 
characters over and over 
again." 

To tell the story, Lucas en¬ 
visioned a whimsical, ani¬ 
mated jukebox confection 
where pop lyrics would be 
the driving narrative force. 
Just like in his retro love let¬ 
ter of a film “American 
Graffiti," he would use pre¬ 
existing songs. 

But the fun, breezy concept 


CAMBRIDGE, Massachu¬ 
setts (AP) — Music produc¬ 
er and Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame member Clive Davis 
is this year's winner of the 
highest honor awarded by 
Harvard University's Hasty 
Pudding Institute of 1770. 
Davis will receive the Or¬ 
der of the Golden Sphinx 
award at a gala in New 
York City on April 13. The 
institute announced the 
award Wednesday. 

Davis says in a statement 
that he’s thrilled to be re¬ 


turned into a decade-long 
headache. Music rights 
costs aside (Lucas realized 
that he would not be able 
to afford to populate an 
entire movie with Beatles 
songs), telling a coherent 
story through a complex 
mixtape spanning decades 
and genres proved to be 
an incredible challenge. 
“Every song was a scene 
on the storyboard. If you 
take out one song then you 
probably have to take out 
two or three scenes be¬ 
cause that story might not 
track anymore. It’s a really 
complex Rubik's Cube,” Lu¬ 
cas said. 

Then he realized that his first 
cut was three hours. 

"I knew I overdid it,” he 


ceiving the award, which 
recognizes extraordinary 
contributions to the per¬ 
forming arts. 

A five-time Grammy win¬ 
ner, Davis has worked with 
a wide range of artists, 
from Janis Joplin and Billy 
Joel to Whitney Houston 
and Alicia Keys. 

The institute includes the 
Hasty Pudding Theatricals, 
which has chosen Chris 
Pratt as its 2015 Man of the 
Year and Amy Poehler as 
its Woman of the Year. □ 


laughed. 

He brought on Marius de 
Vries, the music director on 
"Moulin Rouge,” to help as¬ 
semble the complex tapes¬ 
try of song and story, as well 
as director Gary Rydstrom, 
who wrote the screenplay 
with David Berenbaum and 
Irene Mecchi. 

The final product includes 
anthems as diverse as 


LAURI NEFF 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Al Pac¬ 
ino has been acting for 
nearly half a century and 
during that time, he says 
he's never really consid¬ 
ered what other job he 
might be suited for— until 
now. 

Pacino says he thinks he’d 
be a good short order 
cook. 

He does have experience. 
Pacino played an ex-con 
who works in a diner in 
the 1991 film “Frankie and 
Johnny,” which was shot in 
a working eatery. “’I could 
do this, be a short order 
cook,”' he remembers 
thinking at the time. 

In a recent interview to 
promote his new film "The 
Humbling,” about an ag¬ 
ing actor who is question¬ 
ing his career, Pacino said 
being a cook was “really 
fun to be for the lunch 
hour or two when you're 


“Can’t Help Falling in Love," 
"Stronger (What Doesn’t Kill 
You),” "Wild Thing” and, of 
course, “Strange Magic,” 
all of which are sung by the 
film’s actors, including Kris¬ 
tin Chenoweth, Maya Ru¬ 
dolph, Alan Cumming and 
Sam Palladio. 

The songs weren’t the only 
issue, though. His story, part¬ 
ly inspired by William Shake¬ 


working back there; very 
creative and the time just 
flies by.” 

The actor notes he nev¬ 
er finished high school 
or went to college and 
says he “got educated 
through acting,” picking 
up skills from playing doc¬ 
tors, lawyers, and a cook. 
He says that on the diner 


speare's “A Midsummer 
Night's Dream," seemed 
like a bad idea to some, 
too, he said. 

It's essentially a “Beauty 
and the Beast" story where 
the beast doesn't turn into 
a handsome prince in the 
end. That meant making 
the bad guy ugly, “but not 
so ugly that he couldn’t 
change into something 
loveable,” said Lucas. 

For Lucas, the message is 
about finding love in unex¬ 
pected places. 

Beyond "Strange Magic,” 
Lucas insists that he doesn’t 
have any other 15-year 
passion projects sitting on 
his desk at the moment, 
but he is going back to his 
experimental roots, playing 
around with techniques to 
see if he can tell stories in a 
different way. 

Looming large, though, 
is the seventh iteration of 
“Star Wars," which hits the¬ 
aters Dec. 18. 

Lucas isn't involved in the 
production of “Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens.” He 
ceded those rights when 
he sold Lucasfilm Ltd. to The 
Walt Disney Co. for $4 billion 
in 2012.Q 


shoot, his celebrity status 
gained him "access.” 
“These guys would just let 
me sit in the luncheon¬ 
ette,” Pacino says. “I'd 
be with them through 
the lunches and I would 
study them by just doing 
it and watching, waiting 
and hoping I'd absorb 
something.”□ 


Clive Davis to be 
honored with Hasty 
Pudding award 


Pacino: If I wasn’t an actor I’d 
probably be slinging hash 



This photo provided by courtesy of Alchemy shows Al Pacino 
as Simon Axler in the film, “The Humbling.” The movie, directed 
by Barry Levinson, debuts in theaters Friday, Jan. 23, 2015. 

Associated Press 
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Support Our Students 



A Detainee’s Diary 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2015 New York Times 

All college commencements are 
happy, but community college 
commencements are the hap¬ 
piest of all. Many of the gradu¬ 
ates are the first in their extend¬ 
ed family to have earned de¬ 
grees. When their name is read, 
big cheering sections erupt with 
horns and roars from the stands. 
Many students are older; you’ll 
see 50- or 60-year-old women 
grasping their diplomas awash in 
happy tears. The graduates of¬ 
ten know exactly where they’re 
going to work; they walk with an 
extra sense of security as they 
head off campus. 

These bright days serve as evi¬ 
dence that America can live 
up to its dream of social mobil¬ 
ity, that there is hope at a time 
when the ladder upward seems 
creaky and inadequate. 

So when President Barack 
Obama unveils his community 
college plan in the State of the 
Union address Tuesday night, it 
represents an opportunity - an 
opportunity to create days like 
that for more students. 

Obama’s headline idea is to 
make community college free. 
It would reduce two years of 
tuition costs to zero for students 
with decent grades and who 
graduate within three years. 

The evidence from a similar pro¬ 
gram in Tennessee suggests that 
the simple free label has an im¬ 
portant psychological effect. 
Enrollment there surged when 
high school students learned 
that they could go to commu¬ 
nity college for nothing. 

The problem is that getting stu¬ 
dents to enroll is neither hard nor 
important. The important task is 
to help students graduate. Com¬ 
munity college dropout rates 
now hover somewhere between 
66 and 80 percent. 

Spending $60 billion over 10 
years to make community col¬ 
lege free will do little to reduce 
that. In the first place, communi¬ 
ty college is already free for most 
poor and working-class students 
who qualify for Pell grants and 
other aid. In 2012, 38 percent 
of community college students 
had their tuition covered entirely 
by grant aid, and an additional 
33 percent had fees of less than 
$ 1 , 000 . 

The Obama plan would largely 
be a subsidy for the middle- and 
upper-middle-class students 
who are now paying tuition and 
who could afford to pay it in the 
years ahead. 

The smart thing to do would 
be to scrap the Obama tuition 
plan. Students who go to com¬ 


munity college free now have 
tragically high dropout rates. The 
$60 billion could then be spent 
on things that are mentioned 
in Obama’s proposal - but not 
prioritized or fleshed out - which 
would actually increase gradua¬ 
tion rates. 

First, you’d focus on living ex¬ 
penses. Tuition represents only 
a fifth of the costs of community 
college life. The bulk is textbooks, 
housing, transportation and so 
on. Students often have to take 
on full-time or near-full-time jobs 
to cover the costs, and, once 
they do that, they’re much more 
likely to lose touch with college. 
You’d subsidize guidance coun¬ 
selors and mentors. Community 
colleges are not sticky places. 
Many students don’t have inti¬ 
mate relationships with anyone 
who can guide them through 
the maze of registration, who 
might help bond them to cam¬ 
pus. 

You’d figure out the remedial 
education mess. Half of all com¬ 
munity college students arrive 
unprepared for college work. 
Remedial courses are supposed 
to bring them up to speed, but 
it’s not clear they work, so some 
states are dropping remedia¬ 
tion, which could leave even 
more students at sea. 

You’d focus on child care. A 
quarter of college students na¬ 
tionwide have dependent chil¬ 
dren. Even more students at 
community colleges do. Less 
than half of community colleg¬ 
es now have any day care fa¬ 
cilities. Many students drop out 
because something happens 
at home and there’s no one to 
take care of the kids. 

In short, you wouldn’t write gov¬ 
ernment checks for tuition. You’d 
strengthen structures around the 
schools. You’d focus on the lived 
environment of actual students 
and create relationships and 
cushions to help them thrive. 
We’ve had two generations of 
human capital policies. Human 
Capital 1.0 was designed to give 
people access to schools and 
other facilities. It was based on 
the 1970s liberal orthodoxy that 
poor people just need more 
money, that the government 
could write checks and mobility 
will improve. 

Human Capital 2.0 is designed 
to help people not just enroll but 
to complete school and thrive. 
It’s based on a much more so¬ 
phisticated understanding of 
how people actually live, on the 
importance of social capital, on 
the difficulty of living in disorga¬ 
nized circumstances. The new 
research emphasizes noncogni- 
tive skills - motivation, grit and at¬ 
tachment - and how to use pol¬ 
icy levers to boost these things. 
The tuition piece of the Obama 
proposal is Human Capital 1.0. 
It is locked in 1970s liberal ortho¬ 
doxy. Congress should take the 
proposal, scrap it and rededi¬ 
cate the money toward pro¬ 
grams that will actually boost 
completion, that will surround 
colleges, students and their 
families with supporting struc¬ 
tures. We don’t need another 
program that will lure students 
into colleges only to have them 
struggle and drop out.Q 
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Last week, several Republican 
senators, including John Mc¬ 
Cain, called on President Barack 
Obama to stop releasing detain¬ 
ees from the prison at Guanta¬ 
namo Bay, Cuba. Their argu¬ 
ment was that after the terror 
attacks in Paris, the 122 prisoners 
still in Guantanamo should be 
made to stay right where they 
are, where they can do the West 
no harm. 

On Tuesday, one of those de¬ 
tainees, Mohamedou Ould Slahi, 
who was sent to Guantanamo in 
2002 and remains there to this 
day, is poised to offer a power¬ 
ful rejoinder. Three years into his 
detention - years during which 
he was isolated, tortured, beat¬ 
en, sexually abused and humili¬ 
ated - Slahi wrote a 466-page, 
122,000-word account of what 
had happened to him up to that 
point. 

His manuscript was immediately 
classified, and it took years of 
litigation and negotiation by 
Slahi’s pro bono lawyers to force 
the military to declassify a re¬ 
dacted version. Even with the 
redactions, “Guantanamo Dia¬ 
ry” is an extraordinary document 
- “A vision of hell, beyond Orwell, 
beyond Kafka,” as John le Carre 
aptly describes it in a back cov¬ 
er blurb - that every American 
should read. 

A native of Mauritania, Slahi, 44, 


is fluent in several languages - he 
learned English while in Guanta¬ 
namo - and lived in Canada and 
Germany as well as the Muslim 
world. He came under suspicion 
because an al-Qaida member, 
who had been based in Mon¬ 
treal - where Slahi had also lived 
- was arrested and charged with 
plotting to bomb the Los Ange¬ 
les International Airport in 1999. 
Slahi was questioned about this 
plot several times, but he was 
always released. After 9/11, Slahi 
was detained again for ques¬ 
tioning. That time, he was turned 
over to the U.S. authorities, in 
whose captivity he has been 
ever since. 

What was he accused of? Slahi 
asked this question of his cap- 
tors often and was never given 
a straight answer. This, of course, 
is part of the problem with Guan¬ 
tanamo, a prison where being 
formally charged with a crime 
is a luxury, not a requirement. 
His efforts to tell the truth - that 
he had no involvement in any 
acts of terrorism - only angered 
his interrogators. “Looks like a 
dog, walks like a dog, smells like 
a dog, barks like a dog, must be 
a dog,” one interrogator used to 
say. That was the best his cap- 
tors could do to explain why he 
was there. Yet the military was 
so sure he was a key al-Qaida 
player that he was subjected 
to “special interrogation” tech¬ 
niques that had been signed 
off by the secretary of defense, 
Donald Rumsfeld, himself. 
“Special interrogation tech¬ 
niques,” of course, is a euphe¬ 
mism for torture. The sections of 
the book that describe his tor¬ 
ture make for harrowing read¬ 
ing. Slahi was so sleep-deprived 
that he eventually started to hal¬ 
lucinate. Chained to the ground, 
he was forced to “stand” in po¬ 
sitions that were extremely pain¬ 
ful. Interrogators went at him in 
shifts - 24 hours a day. Sometimes 
during interrogations, female in¬ 
terrogators rubbed their breasts 
over his body and fondled him. 

It is hard to read about his tor¬ 


ture without feeling a sense of 
shame. 

Does Slahi crack? Of course: 
To get the torture to stop, he fi¬ 
nally lied, telling his interrogators 
what he thought they wanted to 
hear, just as torture victims have 
done since the Inquisition. “Tor¬ 
ture doesn’t guarantee that the 
detainee cooperates,” writes 
Slahi. “In order to stop torture, 
the detainee has to please his 
assailant, even with untruthful, 
and sometime misleading (in¬ 
telligence).” McCain, who was 
tortured in Vietnam, knows this; 
last month, he made a powerful 
speech in which he condemned 
America’s use of torture, saying, 
“the use of torture compromises 
that which most distinguishes 
us from our enemies, our belief 
that all people, even captured 
enemies, possess basic human 
rights.” That is also why it is so dis¬ 
heartening that McCain has al¬ 
lied himself with those who want 
to keep Guantanamo open. 

In 2010, a federal district judge 
ruled in favor of Slahi’s habeas 
corpus petition because the evi¬ 
dence against him was so thin. 
The government appealed, and 
the order remains in limbo. 

I asked Nancy Hollander, one of 
Slahi’s lawyers, to describe her 
client. “He is funny, smart, com¬ 
passionate and thoughtful,” she 
said. All of these qualities come 
through in his memoir, which 
is surprisingly without rancor. “I 
have only written what I expe¬ 
rienced, what I saw, and what 
I learned firsthand,” he writes 
toward the end of his book. “I 
have tried not to exaggerate, 
nor to understate. I have tried 
to be as fair as possible, to the 
U.S. government, to my brothers, 
and to myself.” One of the won¬ 
ders of the book is that he does 
come across as fair to all, even 
his torturers. But the quote that 
sticks with me most is something 
that one of his guards told him, 
something that could stand as a 
fitting epitaph for Guantanamo 
itself: “I know I can go to hell for 
what I did to you.’O 
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